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AGAINST 


POPE NI. 


SEIN Gro! 


A ſeaſonable Preſervative ag 1 


Nomi ſhb Deluſions and Jacobitiſm, — in- 
duſtriouſſy ſpread throughout the Nation. 


Wherein is exhibited under three Px oo TToNH, 


Fr RST, A large Spe- 
cimen of the Principles 
and Practices of Pope- 
ry, in Regard to our 


SEcovp Lx, The in- 
ſolent and open Attacks 
of Romiſb Prieſts upon 


his Majeſty's Subjects, 
dangerous 


Church and Nation, and the In- 
from the Reformation „ creaſe of the Papal 
down to the Preſent; 2 Faction among us. 
whereby is demonſtra- A Tuiaprr, The Ne- 
ted the virulent Spirit ceſſity of bringing theſe 
of that Religion, and indefatigable Adverſa- 
the Incompatibleneſs ries of our Religion and 
of a Popiſh Prince with Government under a 
a Proteſtant People. due Reftraint. 
To whith 13 added, 


A ſhort View of the Princieat Errors of the 
Church of Rome, when, for what Ends, and by what 
Means, they were introduced into the Church: With 
an Application to the Roman-Catholicks of England, 
ſhewing that they are obliged in Duty and all Rea- 
ſon to leave that corrupt Communion. 
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 SDVERTISEMENT 


MUST eſteem it more than Accident, to have 
engaged in a Diſcourſe of this Nature and finiſh'd it, 
at the fame Time that ſuch important Diſcoveries 
have been made, which demorſtrate the Uſefulneſs of 
ſuch Writings to the Publick. For I had juſt tranſcri- 
bed my Papers for the Preſs, when the Letter to a Car- 
dindl at Rome, &c. was publiſh'd, which a little alarm'd 
me, and made me think ſomething Providential in my 

: after this, before I had order'd my Sheets to the 
Preſs (for they were ready and intended to be printed 
above a Twelve- month ago) we had the Account from 
Treland of the Detection of a Poprfþ Plot, and of the 
Lord - Lieutenant's Proclamation iſſued againſt the Pa- 
piſts on that Occafion, Hereupon, I believed it next 
to criminal ( ing our Situation at Home, and the 
Increaſe of Popery and its Influence among us) to for- 
bear preſenting the Publick with what I humbly appre- 
eflary to offer in the following Pages: which 


hended nec 

e; wiſh might be as publickly ſerviceable as the 
uthor ſtudies to be ; whoardently begs the Almighty's 

Bleſſing upon all ſuch Good Endeavours as tend to the 

Security and Defence of our Holy Reformed Religion, 

as well as upon that Auguft Houſe, which by a double 

Title has the peculiar Hongur to be its moſt Illuſtrious 
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Defender —_— 
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THE 


BB x—=<z SHOULD not have troub- 
led the Publick with any Thing 
WE 955 on a Subject of this Nature, had 


2 


peri- 
ence, of the Neceſſity of ſuch Remonſtran- 


ces as this, which I ſhould have been plea- 
ſed (and it would have ſaved me the Pains) 
to have ſeen from other Hands. But as 
this is written with an honeſt Intention, from 
a perfect Conviction of the Duty and Uſe- 
fulneſs of endeavouring to prevent the In- 
fection that is now ſpread among us with 
ſo much Addreſs and unwearied Applica- 
tion ; be the Event what it will, I ſhall not 
think my Time altogether miſemployed. 
And if it ſhall pleaſe the Divine Spirit of 
Truth, who muſt be concerned for the ſup- 
porting the Cauſe for which his Influences 
ſo affectionately ſtrive with Man, to put it 
into the Hearts of many more to write 


and 


- 


The INTRODUCTION. 

and act in this Regard as the Occaſion 
requires; it will be a Satisfaction to me to 
reflect, that I have not been the laſt in offer 
ing my Mite towards the Service of Religi- 
on and Truth, and the Security of our hap- 
55 Eſtabliſhment founded upon ſo good a 

aſis, with which our Civil and Religious 
Properties muſt ſtand or fall. 

It is not out of Malevolence and with a 
Spirit of treating, with a general Atrocity, 
all ſuch as capitally diſſent from us in Mat- 
ters of Religion and Government, that I have 
ſent Abroad theſe Papers; and I have vh- 
ſerved as much to the Reader in the Sequel 
of the Diſcourſe ; but it is with a View of 
repreſenting the Neceſlity of ſuppreſſing, 
and bringing under the Laws, the Support- 
ers and principal Abettors of this dangerous 
Faction among us, which is now grown 
bold and infolent, while they as good as 
tell us that we dare not meddle with 
them: and thus they even inſult the Ma- 

giſtrates and hold them at Defiance. Theſe 
are the Perſons the ſollowing Pages would 
have brought under a proper Reſtraint; 
and were theſe reduced, the lower Rank 
would be kept in good Order: nor would 
they be any Sufferers by the Laws being in- 
forced upon their Superiors and thoſe that 
ſeduce them; for then they would in gene- 


ral live inoffenſively, and be leſs expolcd 
to 


* 


Tbe INTRODUCTION. 


to Correction and Severities which the Exor: 
bitance of their Leaders makes them often 
incur, where they reſide in Numbers. 
This appeared to the Author ſo well de- 
ſerving the Animad verſions of the Publick 
(which ſeveral late Repreſentations have 
ſtill further confirmed) that he has inter- 
mitted Works of the moſt honourable Con- 
cernment to himſelf, both in a Literary and 
Religious Regard, to write this and ſeveral 
other detach'd Diſcourſes ſent Abroad, 
whoſe Purport ts to eftabliſh the Princty 
ples of our Holy Religion, and a ſincere 
Affection for their Majeſties and their moſt 
Gracious Government. For whoſe Service 
as he has devoted his Studies and taken up 
the Pen; he would be as ready, did Occa- 
ſion require it, to draw the Sword and ven- 
ture his Life and Fortune in their Defence. 
Now the better to evince the Importance 
of engaging the People in general to a ſted- 
dy Adherence to our holyReformedReligion, 
and a hearty Attachment to the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion as ſecured in their Majeſties Roy. 
al Iſſue, we will offer to the Publick the 
Exanynation of theſe three Propoſitions : 


I. That 


The IN TRODUCT ION. 


I. That Porky ig in its Nature cruel, 
dious, and incum ſiſtent with our Nati Ive 
Liberties ; and that there is no truſt- 

ing to @ Popiſh * 1 2. Bri- 

um Throne. Oh, 

IL. That Popery, n bbb is be- 
come bold and open; That it daily in- 
creaſes & the Aſſiduity of Romiſh E- 
miſſaries and the ſupine Remiſſneſs of 
Proteſtants. 


III. That it is of the laſt Importance to the 
Security of our Religion and Govern- 
ment, that the Growth and Influence of 
this peſtilent Faction be ſuppreſs 4, that 
Periilties provided by Law be in flified 
pn all ſuch as ſeduce his Majeſty's Sub- 
Bee to the Romiſh Per ſwaſion, and that 
Romiſh Przeſts be no longer allowd (I 
moghr / 7 tolerated) at leaſt ſo openly 
A they bave been. 
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CAVEAT 


POP ER V. Ge. 
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PRoPOSITION I. 


That Portky ir in its Nature cruel, per- 
 fidious,and inconſiſtent with our Native 
Liberties; and that there is no truſt- 
ing to a Popiſh Prince upon the Bil- 
tiſh Throne. 


o be fully perſuaded what Spirit Po- 
bey is of, a Man need not be at the 


1 Pans of inquiring further than the 

History of our own Nation: To be 
cdu perſuaded of the Danger of 
truſting a Popiſßh Prince on the Brizi/6 Throne, 
he need look no further back —— 


[ 10 ] 


James II. To take a View of Popery in its Height 
of Fury and Tyranny, let him read the State of 

the Nation, two or three Reigns before the 
| Reformation; Times of ſuch horrid Violence 
and Abuſe, that if he be not the moſt bigotted 
Papiſt, he muſt regard them with ſuch Indigna- 
tion, as to vow a perpetual Abhorrence of that 
meſt execrable Superſtition, which has been the 
Parent of ſo many inſupportable Miſchiefs to 
Mankind. 1 

To evince my firſt Poſition, I ſhould not be 
obliged to go up higher than the Prince's Reign 
above-mentioned : Bur as the chief End of this 
Diſcourle is to engage Proteſtants in general in 
a due Eſteem and Affection for the Reformation, 
and to guard againſt all. Invaſion of it, as eſta- 
bliſhed in the Church of England, conſequently 
to propogate and confirm in them a ſincere and 
frm Devotion to the preſent Succeſſion to the 
Crown, as the only ſure Guarantee and Defence, 
under Heaven, of our Civil and Religious Rights: 
It is conceived to be of good Ule, to take a 
tranſient View of the State of Chriſtianity from 
the Beginning till the Reformation, and from 
that glorious Period, whence we muſt date the 
Eſtabliſhment of true Religion among us, to 
obſerve to my Reader the continued Artifices 
and Attempts of our Popiſþ Adverſaries, to de- 
prive us of that invaluable Bleſſing. For it is 
with ſome Concern, and what, in fact, deſerves 


ſome Care to remedy, to which ſuch Writings 
as this, we hope, will be very conducive ; 1 ſay, 

*tis with Concern that I have obſerved the - 
eſt Part of Proteſtants entirely ignorant of the 
occaſional Diſſention betwixt them and the Pa- 
- piſts, and the Neceſſity of a Separation from the 

0 Communion 


LL 


WT | 
Communion'of Nome; which Ignorance entire» 
ly lays them open to the Wiles and Snares of 
Romiſb Emiſſaries, who are continually Hing in 
wait to deceive. 

There is nothing more certain than that pure 
Chriſtianity has from its firſt Beginnings been 
ever perſecuted by the Enemies of Truth: in 
the firſt Ages by Heathens and Infidels without, 
and Hereticks within the Boſom of the Church. 
And by the Way let it be remark'd, that Perſe- 
cution came generally from the Side of Error 
and Falſhood z Truth, Catholick Truth, never 

oes into any Severities but ſuch as are neceſſary 
or Self- Defence. Bur fo reſtleſs are its Ene- 
mies, who are uſually more zealous for Falſhood, 
as we ſee in our own Days, than the Advocates 
for Truth are in the beſt Cauſe in the World; 
that the Catholick Faith, as profeſſed and eſta- 
bliſhed by the Univerſal Church, continued but 
a few Ages in its Purity. The Spirit of Anti- 
chriſt began to ſhew itſelf very early; the Times 
from one Corruption to another, became, at laſt, 
exceedingly corrupted. Both the Faith and Prac. 
rice of the Church was defiled with Superſti- 
tion, and, what is worlſe, with Heatheniſm and 
Idolatry. Nor was this the worſt; it was not 
enough to maintain theſe Novel Doctrines and 
Enormities in the moſt abſolute Manner, as the 
molt eſſential Parts of Chriſtianity z but the Op- 
poſers of them were perſecuted unto Death, and 
all the Springs of human Policy ſet a-work to 
quaſh every Attempt to reſcue Religion from 
ſuch abominable Profanations: For it is our Sa- 
tisfaction, and a certain Confirmation of the 
Truth of the Reformed Religion, and what vindi- 
cates God's Providence in this reſpect, that in all 
R chele 
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theſe corrupt Ages of the Church, there were 
never wanting Men of the moſt diſtinguiſn'd 
Piety and Learning, who aſſerted pure Chriſtia- 
nity, and the Doctrines which we Proteſtants, 
by God's Bleſſing, now happily maintain: But 
ſtill all that Time our Religion was under Perſe- 
cution. This was well repreſented by St. Jobn, 
in his Revelation, by the Woman flying into the 
Wilderneſs, and purſued by the Dragon, ready 
to devour the Child ſhe had brought forth; by 
which we are to underſtand Truth, or the True 
Church; and by the Child, the Holy Scriptures ; 
For in this Condition it was foretold, the Goſ- 
pel would be, and continue ſo, for twelve hun- 
dred and fixty Years, How far that Time is expi- 
red, ſhall, at this Time, give us no trouble. But 
what gave a moſt fatal Blow to the Dragon and 
the Kingdom of Antichriſt, was the glorious Re- 
formation, begun about two hundred Years ago 
in Germany, the chief Bulwark of which was 
afrerwards eſtabliſhed in this Nation. At that 
Time the Face of the Chriſtian World was fo 
much deformed with the groſſeſt Abuſes, that 
all Chriſtendom lamented it; all the Chriſtian 
Princes, by their Ambaſſadors, ſollicited a Ge- 
neral Council, and call'd for a Reformation : 
(How- ſhameleſs then are thoſe of our Adverſa- 
ries, who dare aſſert that all was weil, and no 
Complaints made before Martin Luther begun ro 
ſtir!) A Council was indeed granted, but it was 
ſo managed by the Pope and his Creatures, whoſe 
Intereſt it was to make no Reformation, and 
who ſent (as they have been rallied) the Holy 
Ghoſt in a Cloak-Bag to Trent, that Things 
were left in little better Condition than before, 
rather in a worſez for then Idolatry and _ 

. D . . P # 


13 } 
ſhip of Images, and Relicks, and ſuch Trumpery 
were eſtabliſhed. Thus diſappointed and over- 
reached by the Policy of rhe Court of Rome, the 
German Pritors incited by Martin Luther with 
a noble Reſolution, quite aboliſhed Popery and 
its appendant Errors in their Dominions, and 
thence the Light of the Goſpel, hitherto in- 
ted with Romiſh Miſts of Ignorance and 
Error, by little and lirtle ſpread among us and 
the neighbouring Nations. 

As we are in the Way, it may not be unuſe· 
ful to a great many Readers, whoſe Hands this 
may come into, to be informed whence all fuch 
Chriſtians, as have thrown off theYoke of Rome, 
received the Name of Proteſtants; and that there 
is 2 great Difference betwixt Papiſts and Catho- 
licks, and at what time the Diſtinction and Name 
began. For the Firſt, Whilſt the Reformation 
was ſet forward by the indefatigable Diligence, 
and more than human Courage of Luther, new 
Tenets and Articles of Faith were propoſed in 
Diſtinction ro Romiſh Errors. Whereupon 2 
Council was appointed at Sprers in Germany, un- 
der the Direction of the Emperor: Herein ſeve- 
ral Articles were offered, and afterwards decreed 
by ſome Princes; which being quite oppoſite to 
the Deſign of the Reformers, and what had 
been determined in a former Council, moſt of 
the German Princes proteſted againſt the Decree : 
Whence they, and all that joined with them, and 
ſeparated from the Pope's Party, were called 
Proteſtants, from their proteſting againſt it and 
the Romiſb Errors which it ratified. As for the 
Diſtinction of Papiſts and Catholicks, that 
may be derived from the Times of the Coun- 
el of He, whe uf glad Een were wh 
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lous for a 8 ; thoſe that inſiſted on a 
Redreſs of Abuſes, were the true Catholicks; 
and thoſe that oppoſed them, by adhering to the 
Papal Faction, were the only Papiſts:. Ar And ſuch 
all DN are now uſually and properly ſtyled, 
who hold to the Romiſh Church, whilſt the 
true Catholicks are the Proteſtants, Ir is there- 
fore an undue. Piece of Complaiſance in us, to 
give Papiſts'the boaſted Name of Roman-Catho- 
icks (which is in one Conſtruction mere Non- 
and can in no Senſe be reconciled either 
to Truth or Grammar ;) ſince they make an ill 
Uſe of it among the Ignorant, as if theirs alone, 
eyen by our own Conteſhon, was the Catholick 
Church (another notable Soleciſm.) Nonſenſe and 
Abſurdity cleave to this Communion by a fort of 
Fatality, ſo that they cannot even give themſelves 
a Name, without breaking the Rules of com- 
mon Language, and ſinning againſt Truth. 

After this Hiſtorical View of the Goſpel, 
whence we have ſeen from what a ſertled Ty» 
ranny of Deluſion the Reformation reſcued it, 
which had obſcured and perverted its Doctrines, 
and with- held its Light from the Chriſtian 
World, we may procced, 

In the Second Place, to ſee the Attempts of 
the Enemies of Truth, to deprive us of this in- 
eſtimable Bleſſing, that we may be the more ſen- 
fible of the Danger, through the unwearied In- 
trigues of our Adverſaries. | 

Pay, 75 ſuch a Spirit of Perſecution, of Cru- 
Tyranny in the Popiſh Religion, that 

— 2 no other Ohhecdion, that alone were ſuffi - 
cient to convince me, that this cannot be the 
true Chriſtian Religion as delivered in the Goſ- 


pel; and that its Profeſſors may be called Chri- 
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| Nians indeed, but in the ſame Senſe that we call 
ſome Indians 3 _ have little elſe of the 
human Species beſide the Shape. The Tyrann 
th Gon Mens Faith and Reaſon, is 1 
abſolute and peremptory, that the leaſt Contra- 
diction to it, is thundered at with Anathema and 
the Sentence of Damnation; and leaſt that 
ſhould not be enough (for indeed it is but a deaf 
Thunder of itſelf) they are reſolved to exert their 
Power in this World, leſt it ſhould not reach to 
the next; and the Object of their Fury is bu- 
manely dealt with, if he comes off with his Life at 
the Expence of all his Goods. This is their Me- 
thod to anſwer the Objections to their Errors, 
and to ſtop thoſe Mouths whoſe Arguments they 
cannot otherwiſe refute. This was their Prac- 
tice abroad, to ſtop the Progreſs of the Refor- 
mation; and nearer our own Times, as it were 
but the other Day, ſaw whole Provinces in 
France almoſt diſpeopled for the Sake of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, And what is ſtill nearer, the 
very laſt Year has known thirty. or forty thou- 
ſand Converts to the Proteſtant Religion in Ger- 
many, baniſhed their Country, to the Ruin of all 
their Subſtance and Effects: Which, methinks, 
is {till a further Proof of the Goodneſs of our 
Cauſe, and that, by God's Grace, there ate Men 
who are ſtill ſo much influenced by the Spirit 
of Truth, that they will yer ſacrifice their Lives 
and Fortunes for the true Religion ; which at 
the ſame time gives us juſt Ground to hope, that 
the Reformation will make a further q 
when the World is in a better Condition to de- 
ſerve it, and God is determined to bring about 


wb is 4 4 But 
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| But now to come nearer Home, and ſee how 
far a Caution may be proper to ourſelves, in re- 
pard to the Romiſh Attempts upon our Church 
and Nation: We are the Body of Men, who, 
ſince the Reſtoration of the Goſpel, have ever 
been the beſt able to make Head againſt, and re- 
: the Attacks of Popery. Among us have 
: rung up all thoſe Champions for the Proteſtant 
uſe, who have over-thrown, and art laſt wholly 
filenced all that roſe up to oppoſe them. Tis 
our Eſtabliſhment in Church and State, that is 
the chief Fortreſs and Support of the Reforma- 
tion z and were that 1 742 or ſhaken, the 
Whole would be in Danger; our Ruin would 
almoſt, of courſe, draw after it that of all the 
Reformed States Abroad. Hence, that Maxim 
and Practice ſuirable to it in the Church of Rome, 
like the Order of the King of Syria to his Cap- 
tains, Fight ye not with Small or Great, ſave only 
with the King of Iſrael. The Church of England 
is the Mark at which all their Malice and Fury 
are levelled; Could they once bring about the 
Deftru&ion of That, their Buſinels would be 
done, and P would again triumph uncon- 
trouled. And that this has been the Tendency 
of all their Plots and Conſpiracies, is ſo appa- 
rent, that there has not been a Reign fince the 
Reformation, that has not diſtovered ſome of 
their Machinations to over-turn our Eſtabliſh- 
ment, both Sacred and Civil, Therefore their 
tual Vigilance, and the inceſſant Applica- 
tion of Romi/ſb Emiſſaries, to undermine our 
Church, and draw over what Numbers they can 
_ to their Schiſm, which may, in time, be of bad 
Conſequence, is what ſhould not be regarded 4s 
2 thing of no Moment in a » 
ow 


4. > 

Now the Virulence of this Antichriſtian Spirit 
may be the Subject of our Animadverſions: 

Firk, in the Cruelty and diabolical Fury 
wherein it has ſhown itſelf whenever it 
Vent, and its collected Venom came to an Head. 
We need not look Abroad for Inſtances of this, 
neither among the French nor {riſþ Maſſacres, 
thoſe- amazing Examples of Religious Madneſs, 
or rather zealous Inhumanity of butchering Mul- 
titudes, and cutting Mens Throats for God's 
Sake! The Tyranny of Queen Mary's Reign, 
when this Humour raged through all Ranks, 
Sexes and Apes, is a molt ſenſible Conviction of 
what a mercileſs Thing Popery is to all that 
ſtand in its Way, and reſtrain its Exorbitancies. 
A Nan cannot read the Acts of their Perſecuti- 
ons with Patience, when he reflects that theſe 
are Men who pretend to be Chriſtians, Catho- 
licks too, true Believers, who purſue unto Death, 
with all manner of Torments, their Brethren, 
for aſſerting the pure Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
and convincing them of their Errors; Errors de- 
ſtructive of Salvation! *Tis happy for them, 
that the Reformed Religion is not of the ſame 
Spirit. _— There is no Ink black enough, no 
Language nor Pen keen enough to „ with 
the Infamy they deſerve, thoſe Practices that 
have filled the World with Horror. Bonner and 
Gardener, thoſe two Romiſh Butchers; ought to 
be (er up in Colours, if poſſible, equal to their 
Brutality, as a Terror and Warning to all Po- 
ſterity ro guard againſt all the Incroachments 
of a Religion fo antichriſtian, and that can in- 
ſpire into Men ſo much Inhumanity, ſo much 

erocity to promote it. 


C | Secondly, 
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Secondly, the Malignity of theſe Principles 
is to be conſider' d, as they are a direct Violation 
of both publick and private Duties, and the 
natural Obligations we are under to our Native 
Country and our lawful Governors. Theſe 
Scripture Words, Fear God. Honour the King. 
Or as it is in another Place, Fear thou the Lord 
and the King, and meddle not with them that 
are given to change, ſhould inſtruct us, that 
form a due Fear of God, we come to the other 
pune or rather filial Duties of honouring the 
ing, and ſerving the Common-wealth in our 
ſeveral Stations with a quiet Mind. Religion 
ſhould be, the Fear of God, that is, true Religion 
always is the Source of our political Obedience, 
which is a ſort of Civil Religion comprehending 
all our Duties to Mankind. And from the mutu- 
al Dependency of theſe Duties it is to be obſer- 
ved, that be that offendeth in one Point, is guilty 
of all : He that is given to change, in Prejudice to 
the Libertics and Properties of his Native Coun- 
try, offends in the moſt capital Point, his Du- 
ty towards God, with which his Duty towards 
his Neighbour and the Community ro which 
he belongs is inſeparably con and as his 
Duty towards his Sovereign implies alſo that 
which is due to his Country, he cannot violate 
one without invading the other, becauſe the 
Intereſts of the Prince and People, are, or ſhould 
be, interwoyen ; For political Obedience infers 
a common Fathet and Adminiſtrator of the pub- 
lick Welfare. In Conſequence of theſe Poſiti- 
ons, to form a Faction deſtructive to our Coun- 
try, and in favour of an Invader of our Native 
Liberties, that is, to bring in a Tyrant, or to 
make one, is to be guilty of an unnatural At- 
tempt 
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tempt againſt our common Mother, the Coun- 
try that brought us forth and ſuſtains us, is not 
only a deteſtable Rebellion againſt the Prince 
whom the Country has received and acknow- 
_— for a gracious and nurſing Father, but is 
a Perverſion of the very Nature and End of 
Government, and is ultimately a fighting againſt 
God, by a Violation of his Commands. 

Now what can we think of a Religion that 
countermands the immutable Obligation of theſe 
Duties, and makes the Word of God of none effect 
by its Tradition? This is the Genius and Tem- 

of the Religion of Rome, as is evident from the 
octrine and Practice of its Profeſſors. Thus it ab- 
ſolves Subjects from their Allegiance to their right - 
ful Sovereigns, whenever the er of this Party 
takes it into his Head to be offended at them, 
or when they thwart him in any ot his — 
Meaſures and ambitious Deſigus. Hence 
thoſe publick Confuſions, and ſecret Conſpira- 
cies, which have ſo often infeſted this Nation: 
Hence that moſt enormous Attempt, called 
the Gun-Powder Treaſon. To this likewiſe in 
the firſt Reſort is to be aſcribed that. dreadful 
Overthrow of our Church and Nation in the 
Civil Wars, and the arbitrary Proceedings of 
Kind James II. as he was actuated by the abo- 
ninable Maxims of this Superſtition, to the Vio- 
lation of our holy Religion, our Liberty and 
Property, ought to inſpire every true Engliſoman 
with a juſt and alaſtingAbhorrence of ſuchPrinci- 
ples: Erinciples which ſtrike the moſt directly 
at the Root of all Religion, and the Foundation 
of States; which make Men in one bad Sub- 
jects both ro God and the King. Now a Re» 
* that commands the natural Subjects of any 
: C 2 Prince 
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Frince or State to acknowledge a Foreign Pow- 
er independantly of their national Governors, 
whom their own Country has by juſt Right 
ſer over them, mult give Mankind a very juſt 
Prejudice againſt ir, as being repugnant to the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, an Impeachment of the 
Law of Nations, the Seed of Diſſention and 
Rebellion, and conſequently to be abhorred by 
all free States, and exterminated by all juſt Mea- 
ſures. That this is juſtly charged upon the Ro- 
miſh Schiſmaticks, appears from their continual 
Practice fince the Reformation, But where, 
unleſs in a Romiſh Conſiſtory, they can acquit 
themſelves of the Violation of the Duties exhi- 
bired in the foregoing Section, is above my 
Comprehenſion. Thoſe ot theſe Realms are, 
without queſtion, the natural Subjects of the 
Government, © conſequently ought to be ſub- 
jet, for Conſcience ſake, to thoſe whom the 
fall Authority of the Nation has conſtituted 
their Rulers. Nay, what is a cleaving Re- 
proach in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, for ten or 
eleven Years they conformed to our Church, fre- 
quented our Sacraments, the Biſhop of Rome, 
as is evident by a Letter written by himſelf, was 
willing to allow our Common-Prayer Book and 
all the Offices of our Church; but then in re- 
turn, he would be acknowledged the Head: 
Which the Queen and the Nation, for juſt Rea- 
ſons refuſing, he took upon him to excommuni- 
cate them. W hereupon thoſe of his Party with- 
drew from our Communion, and continue in their 
Schiſm ro this Day. Now that a Foreign Biſhop, 
who had never any lawful Juriſdiction in this 
Realm, ſhould excommunicate the Kingdom, 
and draw off the Prince's Subjects from their 
l Allegiance, 
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Allegiance, is what cannot be juſtiſied either 
by the Laws of God or Man; thoſe of his De- 
pendance therefore muſt ſtand convict of the 
moſt obſtinate Schiſm z I ſpare them, if I call 
ir not ſomething worſe, | 
Thirdly, to give a farther * Idea of it, and 
thereby a more ſalutary Im n, let us exem- 
lify the Perfidiouſneſs of this Religion (Religion 
can ſcarce call it, without a qualitying Epithet) 
and how well that Maxim among Roman Ca- 
tholicks is obſerved, that Faith with thoſe they 
account Hereticks, is not to be kept. Queen Ma- 
ry, on her Acceſſion to the Throne, gave the 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurances at Norwich, where ſhe was 
firſt proclaimed, of her preſerving inviolate the 
Proteſtant Religion, She afterwards declared in 
Council, that ſhe would uſe Force with no 
Man's Conſcience in Religious Matters. How 
rrue ſhe was to her Engagements, and by what 
ſhe opened, and at laſt executed her 
ſecret and horrid Intentions, is but too well 
known. The Inſtruments likewiſe ſhe employed 
in eſtabliſhing her ſpirirual Tyranny, were e- 
very way equal to- the Barbarity of her Pro- 
ceedings, and ſuch as have always been uſed as 
the fitreſt Supporters of Popery, which would 
otherwiſe prelently go off of itſelf, and be 
baniſhed out of the World, Men diveſted of 
Shame, and of a ſear'd Conſcience, capable of 
any Villany, whereby they might obtain their 
Purpoſes! 
» How far I am from exaggerating in this Repreſentation, 
the Reader may be ſatisfied from Sir William Dawes's Ser- 
—#, before the Univ of Cambridge, on the 
Fifth of November ; as alſo from a of the moſt Re- 
yerend, the preſent Archbiſhop of Canrerhwy, on the fame 
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Purpoſes! In a Word, I want Coolneſs h 
(for a Man muſt -put off human Nature to 

diſpaſſionate) to give even a Sketch of their Cha- 
racters, or of the Cruelties of that Reign; nor 
can any good Man read that Part of our Hiſto- 
ry without Warmth and the ſtrongeſt Impreſſi - 
ons of Horror, A bare Relation of Facts, with- 
out any Colouring, would inſpire any true Pro- 
teſtant with a Reſolution of reſiſting unto Blood, 
and even of ſpending the laſt Drop in Oppoſi- 
tion to a Popiſh Invader. I will but mention 
one Specimen of the Nation's irretrievable Loſs 
under Mary's Adminiſtration, entirely owing, 
among other Grieyances, to her flaming Zeal to 
extirpate the Reformation; that is, the Loſs of 
Calais: A Place of that Importance to England, 
that it gave us the Advantage of landing an Ar- 
my, when we pleaſed, upon the Continent, 
and keeping France under a Check. Burt to 
paſs over that diſagreeable Part of our Hiſtory, 
and not to enlarge how many of her Succeſſors, 
by playing into the Hands of Popiſh Princes out 
of ſiniſter Views, gave Countenance to the Ro- 


miſh Region, paved the Way to our Ru- 
in, by undermining the Strength of the Nation 
by the worſt of Treachery ; let us ſee how. much 
of a Piece with her's was the Conduct of James 


II. in order to eſtabliſh the Abominations of 


Rome, of whoſe Cup they had fo deeply drunk, 
that the latter was perfectly infatuated with it, 
if ever Man was. 

This unhappy Prince, the very Day King 
Charles died, met the Council, and declared he 
would make it his Endeavour to preſerve the Go» 
vernment both in Church and State; be aſſured 
them with what great Clemency and Tenderneſs 1 


5, > 
would govern his People, and for the Church of Eng- 
land, he would always take care to defend and ſupport 
it. And to delude the People ſtill further, he re- 

ted, in Parliament two or three Months after, 

is Aſſeverations of the Care he would have in 
ſupporting the eſtabliſhed Religion and their Ci- 
vil Liberties, in the very lame Words he uſed at 
his coming to the Crown; the better, ſays he, 
to evidence to you that I ſpoke them not by chance, 
and conſequently, you may firmly rely upon a Pro- 
miſe ſo ſolemnly made. Nor was this all; a few: 
Days aftef he cajolled the Nation with his fair 
Words into ſuch Hopes of him, that they were 
entirely at his Devotion; inſomuch that the 
French Court grew jealous of him, as if he had 
changed his Sentiments, and had deſerted his En- 
gagements of — Popery. But how- 
ever he expreſſed himſelf to his Subjects, no- 
thing was further from his Intentions, which 
he knew perfectly well how to diſſemble; a 
Maxim he has learnt from his Grandfather, who 
practiſed it as much as any Man. After the Vio- 
ation of ſuch ſolemn Promiſes, what Confidence 
can a Proteſtant People place in their Prince, 
who has inbibed ſuch deteſtable Principles as o- 
blige him, under Pain of Damnation, to extir- 
pate what he eſteems Hereſy, by any Means, 
and not to keep Faith with Hereticks, but to 
delude them with any Pretences however ſolemn, 
in order to deſtroy them. Maxims, horrid as 
they are! which are the declared Doctrines of 
the Romiſb Communion, and which the Prote- 
ſtants have too often fatally experienced, and this 
Kingdom ſo memorably, as one would think 
ſhould be never to be forgotten, under Fames 
the Second, As he ſtands convict of Perſidy by 


Principle, 
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Principle, let us inquire how he 
other Aſſurances of governing with Cle- 
mency and Tenderneis to his People. 

The Inſurrection under Monmouth, unſeaſo- 
nably ſtirred up by the Impatience of ſome Pro- 


his 


teſtants to ſee their Country deſtroyed, and Re- 


ligion ſubverted by the moſt arbitrary Proceed- 
ings, afforded the King the firſt Opportunity of 
ſhewing his Clemency. Bur where did he give 
the leaſt Inftance of it in all that Affair, 

the Head to the very Followers of the Party 
It did not ſuſſice him to puniſh the Duke as the 


Leader, in the common Methods of Juſtice, as 


became a good and Prince, but he 
moſt haſely inſulted | brave, unhappy, be- 
trayed Man, in a Manner unuſual with any 
Crowned Head. And can any thing be more 
pl than the —_ he ſent to execute his 
engeance upon the Followers! What Hang- 
ing and Quartering, and Butchering, and hellith 
— were exerciſed upon theſe unhappy Men, 
as if the Devil had been let looſe among them ! 
Greater Monſters of Cruelty in the human Spe- 
cies could not have been found ! Any Pretence 
was ſufficient with theſe Judges of Iniquity to 
ay a Man's Life for the ſake of his E- 


take aw | 
ſtate, he was willing to redeem it at a ve- 
ty high Rate; and fo rapacious were theſe 


Wretches, that all Sorts of Prices were ſet, from 
ten Pounds to fourteen thouſand Guineas, with 


which laſt Sum one of the infamous Judges 
bought himſelf an Eſtate. Oh horrible Villany ! 


Here is Zames's Mercy! . Poſterity, ſays an 
« mgemious Author, will hard! eve the 


Cruelties committed by the Lord Chief-Juſtice 
, who, with four otherJudges, —— 


F 
«© and a Body of Troops, commanded by Kirk, 


& was ſent into the Welt: to try the poor 
« Wretches.” 


But enough of this Picture of Horror! Be- 
fore we give a Taſte of the Miſeries the Prote- 
ſtants of Ireland ſuffered through the Injuſtice 
and Perfidiouſneſs of this arbitrary Prince, let us 
ſingle out- one Evidence of his great Regard for 
his Faith to his Proteſtant Subjects. When he 
had got clear of Monmouth's Affair, he begun to 
think of Means of effecting his ſecret Defwpns; 
and to brow- beat and deſpirit the Proteſtants, 
and ſhow them a Sample of his good Will to 
them, he calls upon ſuch as had ſtood in his Way 
in the former Reign, and had offended him in the 
Matter of the Popiſb Plot. Here among others 
who were puniſhed with inſupportable Fines, 
Stripes and Impriſonment, Mr. Jobnſos is to be 
reckoned with a · new: He had been ſeverely trea- 
ted under the late King, by means of the Po- 
piſþ Faction, for his bold Defence of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, wherein he drew a Parallel be- 
tween | Poapery and Paganiſm, and expoſed the 
Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, in which he was 
anſwer'd by that worthy Man, Dr. Hicks. This 
brave Man, who dared to ſtand forth a ſecond 
Time in the Defence of his Relig'on with a 
noble Zeal and Chriſtian Fortitude, when Po- 
pery and Tyranny became exorbitant and threa- 
tend to overflow all, is by no means to be let 
Nip without freſh Chaſtiſement by à Prince of 
James's Complexion ; he muſt ſuffer the Lath 
in terrorem to every ſaucy Proteſtant who had 
the Confidence to write or open his Mouth in 
"Vindication of his Faith: Accordingly he is 
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ſentenced to ſtand three Times in the Pillory, 
to pay a Fine of five hundred Marks, and to be 
whipp'd from Newgate to Tyburn. This was all 
rigorouſly executed ! And to diſplay the Prince's 
furious Spirit a little further, when, as it is 
ſaid, a certain Prieſt propoſed to the King, for 
two hundred Pounds to commute the Penalty 
of Whipping (the greateſt Indignity that could 
be offer d a Clergyman for no greater Crime 
than writing to diſcharge his Conſcience, and 
for a Religion by Law eſtabliſh'd) the King 
could not be prevail'd with, but anſwer'd, Since 
Mr. Johnſon bas the Spirit of Martyrdom, it 
was fit be ſhould ſuffer. 

And now the King begins to open his atbi- 
trary Intentions; the Laws are diſpenſed with 
in regard to receiving Papiſts into Places of 
Truſt, the Parliaments are managed to the King's 
Pleaſure, and Popery advances in a Spring- tide. 

But Jreland was the Place where he had moſt 
vigorouſly proſecuted his Deſigns from his firſt 
coming to the Crown, ſo that the Proteſtant 
Intereſt in that Kingdom was in a few Years 
brought to the Brink of Ruin. By what Inſtru- 
ments and Methods this was effected, deſerves 
every Proteſtant's Attention. Men of the moſt 
abandon'd Lives and reprobate Principles were 
ſer over that unhappy Kingdom, who with 
their Agents neglected no Pretence, however 
frivolous or groundleſs, to ruin the Proteſtants, 
and ſtrip them of all they had. And to that 
Paſs were they reduced, that there was not an 
Office in the Nation, even to fo low as a Con- 
ſtable, that any were admitted to but ſtaunch 
Papiſis. Brconnel, a Man abhorred above all 
others by the Engliſb for his Barbarity and In- 

ſolence, 
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ſolence, was made Lieutenant-General, and Sir 
Alexander Titton, a Perſon detected of Forgery, 
not only at Weſiminſter and Cheſter, but fined 
by the Houſe of Lords in Parliament, was 
brought out of Goal, and ſet on the higheſt 
Court of the Kingdom, to keep the King's Con- 
ſcience (as Dr. Ang calls it) though he want- 
ed Law and natural Capacity as well as Hone- 
ſty and Courage, to diſcharge ſuch a Truſt; and 
had'no other Ovaliry to recommend him, beſides 
his being a Converr- Papiſt, that is, a Renegado 
to his Religion and Country. From ſuch Lead- 
ers we may guels at the Under-Officers, whoſe 
Number, for want of better among their own 
Tribe, were filled up with the verieſt Scum of 
the Country. Thus Hundreds of Gentlemen 
who had laid out their Eſtates in buying Com- 
miſſions, were arbitrarily deprived of them, and 
five or fix Hundred Soldiers ſent a-begging, 
while riſþ Papiſts were ſubſtituted in their 
Room. And of a near Affinity to this, were 
the Grievances of Gentlemen of Eſtates, who 
were committed to Priſons by theſe ſcoundrel 
Officers, who being demanded by what Autho- 
rity they acted, gave no further Satisfaction than 
this infolent Reply, Ve have committed you, get 
out again as you can. But for a full Account 
of theſe Matters, Biſhop King's State of Ireland 
muſt be conſulted ; wherein the Reader will ſee 
with what horrible Injuitice and Violence the 
Proteſtants were treated, and conceive a laſting 
Abhorrence of theſe accurſed Principles, 

In the mean time the King drove on Jebu- 
like in England; Popiſh Prielts, Jeſuits, and o- 
ther Miſhonaries of all Sorts were diſperſed 
throughout the Kingdom, Seminaries were erect- 
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ed in moſt conſiderable Towns, Romiſo Biſhops 
-publickly conſecrated in the Royal Chapel, were 
diſpatched down to exerciſe their Functions in 
their ſeveral Dioceſes, and their Paſtoral Letters 
rinted by the King's own Printer with a pub- 
lick Licence, while the Regular Clergy appeared 
at Whitehall and St. James's in their Habits, and 
confidently told the People, they boped in à little 
time to walk in Proceſſion through Cheapſide. 
Thus when Matters were brought to a Criſis, 
the Storm that was prepared to overwhelm us, 
broke upon thoſe that raiſed it, and we, by God's 
Providence, were delivered. 

We have ſeen enough of King James to pro- 
teſt againſt all his Faction. And is it not ſtrange 
that there ſhould be any Men among us, unleſs 
thoſe of deſperate Fortunes, open Recuſants, 
and Traitors to their Country, who would riſque 
every Thing to bring about their Ends ! ls it 
not itrange, that any but theſe can be in the Inte- 
xelts of a pretended Son of a Prince who brought 
ſuch inexpreſſible Calamities upon the Nation, 
and whoſe ſuppoſitious Son is obliged by Principle 
to tread in his Father's Steps! For let me ask this 

lain Queſtion: Was there ever a more ridiculous 
— play d upon the Nation, than the Birth 
of the pretended Prince of Wales What one 
Evidence was there to make it ſo much as pro- 
bable that he was the Queen's Son? Whereas 
it was a Thing of that Conſequence, that the 
higheſt Satisfaction poſſible concerning it ſhould 
have been given to the Nation. It he is not 
then King 7ames's Son by his Queen, as there 
is not the leaſt Room to believe he is, What 
has he to do with the Brizi/ſþ Throne, and why 
mult che Nation be peſter'd with his Preten- 
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ſions? If he is actually King James's Son, he 
is excluded from the Throne by the Laws of the 
Land, as a Papiſt, and incapable of reigning in 
a Proteſtant Country; therefore I hope we 
have done with him for ever. And ſurely the 
Kingdom has ſmarted enough by the Principles 
of the Father, never to deſire to experience the 
Adminiſtration of a Son of the ſame unhappy 
Diſpoſition, and under worſe Influences and 
gagements, May therefore the Attempts of his 
Party be baffled in Secula Seculorum. And let 
all the People lay, Amen. | 


PrRoPosITION II. | 
That Popery, through Conni vanco, is become 
bold and open; That it daily inereaſes by 
the Aſſiduity of Romiſh Emiſſaries, and 
the ſupine Remiſſneſs of Proteſtants. 


I Remember that it was remonſtrated by a a 
Member of Parliament in the f laſt n, 
in Proof of the Increaſe of Popery, that he knew 
ſeven Popiſh Prieſts in one Pariſh. I may ven- 
ture to ſecond that honourable Gentleman in a 
Remonſtrance of the ſame Nature, and can af - 
firm, that I know five or fix Popiſb Prieſts with · 
in ſuch a Compaſs, that all the Church-Livings 
in it, would be ſcarce ſufficient for a com 

Provifion for one Clerygman of any | conſidera» 
ble Learning. Judge we then what Advantages 
Popery muſt have in ſuch Parts of the Country, 
where ſeveral Pariſhes contain more Papiſts than 
Proteſtants, where the Clergy have not a tole- 
rable Maintenance for themſelves and Families, 
conſequently may be ſuppoſed little able to de- 
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ſend their Flocks from the Wolves; eſpecially 
where thoſe Patrollers are ſupported by ſome 
ſturdy one of their own Clan, who, by his Mo- 
' ney and Intereſt, holds the Neighbourhood and 
even Magiſtrates at Defiance; which is the Caſe 
too often, whereby the Romiſs Emiſſaries become 
daring and petulant, fo as to inſult the Pariſh Mini- 
ſters, which I ſpeak of my ownKnowledge, having 
been applied to in that Behalf, to repreſs the Inſo- 
lence of thoſe impudent Invaders of another's 
Right, and vain Pretenders ro Antiquity, Now 
this is a Grievance that deſerves the Animadverſion 
of the Publick, I would hope, of the Legiſlature : 
for unleſs it be redreſſed by inforcing the —f up- 
on ſome Occaſions, there are ſeveral Pariſh Church · 
es where the Lord of the Manor is a Papiſt, that 
will in time be left without a Congregation, For 
It is theſe Gentlemens Principle (and I am told they 
are under Prieſtly Injunction) to tamper with 
their Tenants, to draw them over to their Per- 
ſuaſions. That they do fo, I ſpeak upon good 
Grounds, and that they take all Opportunities of 
turning off their Proteſtant Tenants who are too 
Riff in their Principles to be warp*d to Popery. 
I would be far from encouraging either Cru- 
elty or Violence; but where the Safety of the 
Church and State requires it, a wholeſome Seve. 
- rity, by way of Prevention, ſhould be exerciſed 
upon proſeſſed Adverſaries. Tis certain, there 
can be no greater Peſts in a Proteſtant Nation, 
nor Perſons more obnoxious to the Government, 
than Seminary Prieſts. The enacting of our Pe- 
nal Laws implies as much, and the Legiſlature had 
by Experience found it to be ſo: Nor will any 
Methods be effectual to reſtrain their Encroach- 
ments, but letting them know that the Laws 
' | have 
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have not loſt their Teeth, though they have 
ceaſed to ſhow them; for which they may thank 
the caſy Government under which they live. But 
ſurely they are very ungrateful to make an ill 
Uſe of it! and we, as Subjects, muſt be very 
much wanting to our own Intereſts and our 
Duty to the Government, to let paſs without 
Animadverſion what we are perſuaded will tend 
to our mutual Deſtruction, though the Meck- 
neſs or Forbearance of the Legiſlature may ſeem 
not to be ſenſible of it. 

One would have thought that theſe Men had 
been ſufficiently checked and filenced by the re- 
ligious Controverſy in the laſt Century, when 


their Writers were quite baffled and driven out of 


the Field. But ſo reſtleſs a thing is Popery, that 
it will be doing, if it gain nothing by it, and ſo 
ſhameleſs, that what has been confuted over 

over, is {till dreſſed up a- new and brought to 
ſerve a preſent Turn, and then no matter whe- 
ther their Pretenſions have been defeated before 
or not, if they but fin Gudgeons to ſwallow 
their Bair. For the Miſchief of it is, that our 
People in general are ignorant of what has been 
written againſt Popery, and are entirely Strangers 
to the Controverſy; and fince the Adverſary is 
continually-at Work, and as it were reviving the 
Diſpute, by 8 their Arrows among us in 
the Dark, and diſperſing their Writings through- 
out the Nation; I believe there is a neceſſity of 
ſhewing the World that we are yet able to 
maintain our Cauſe, for which there needs no 
more than to preſent to the Publick the Sub- 
ſtance of what has been ſaid in large Diſcourſes 
upon that Subject. Aud it would greatly con- 


duce to the eſtabliſhing the Minds of the Peo- 


ple, 
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that ſomething of this Kind was diſperſed 
into every Pariſh throughout the Kingdom, and 
the better, was it order'd to be publickly read, 
eſpecially in Country Pariſhes, which have nor 
always the Happineſs of an able Minifter, who 
is dextrous at ſuch ſpiritual Warfare. I have 
found it of ſuch Uſe in my own Miniſtry, that 
I omitted no Opportunities in my Diſcourſes of 
refuting and expoſing the Romiſo Errors: and 1 
flatter myſelf with the Approbation of my Go- 

vernors, did they know the Circumſtances. 

Now not to be thought to make a vain Ha- 
rangue, and cook up a little Smoak for ſuch as can 
feed upon Fumes, it will be proper to give ſome 
Reaſons why we ſhou'd have any Apprehenſi- 

ons from the Poprſh Quarter. | 
| | knows what a pertinacious Diſ- 
pute was lately carried on about the Validity of 
the Engliſh Ordination: the Intent of which 
could be nothing elſe than to infuſe Scruples in- 
to the Minds of our People, and make them 
doubt of the Value of the Sacerdotal Acts a- 
mongus, the Invalidity of which muft unchurch 
ws quite, and take away our Hopes of our Salva- 
tion. And could ſuch a Notion be once effectu- 
ally inculcated into the Bulk of the Nation, Po- 
pery would have no more to do than come and 
take Poſſeſſion of the Land. After the moſt ſo- 
lid and unanſwerable Confutation, our Adverſa- 
nes have been ſo ſhameleſly perſiſting in this idle 
Controverſy, chat it is eaſy to ſee what could en- 
gage a Man of ſo much Note among them, to 
make ſo many impotent Replies, and that he 
was ſpirited by the Faction, that they might 
make a good Account of it to their own Com- 
munion. 80 watchſul are they of cvery Oppor- 
A : tunity, 
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tunity, and ſo ready to make their Advantage of 
any filly Inference, that it is with Indignation I 
have obſerved in the Journal des Savans of Pa- 
ris, in an Article that gives ſome Abſtract of 
the Right Reverend the Biſhop of London's moſt 
excellent Paſtoral Letters, that the Author, out 
of his profound Judgment, aſcribes the little 
Succeſs, as he thinks, of their Writings againſt 
Infideliry, to our Prelates being only pretended 
Paſtors, as he calls them, and as they have but 
the Shadow of Epiſcopacy, they have, in Effect, 
but the Shadow of Authority. Whente it comes, 
that the ſame Arms, always viftorions over Error 
in the Hands of Catholicks, become weak and inef- 
feftual in the Hands of Proteſiants. Notable 
Reaſoning ! But mind him again! As dread- 
ful a Deſcriptibn as the Bp. of London makes us 
of the Exceſs of Infidelity among the Engliſh, 
wwe will give an Account of it, the more to convince 
the Faithful of what a Happineſs it is to live in 


the Boſom of a Church which alone can fix the 


Doctrine and Practice ſhe . preſcribes to ber Chil-- 


dren. What a fine Handle does he make of 


the ſuppoſed Invalidity df our Paſtors Functions, 
and what a ſpecious Pretence does the raging 
Infidelity among us furniſh him with, of invi- 
ting us over to the infallible Church, where we 
may be ſafe, and fing a Requiem to our Souls! 
This is a Topick, in ſhort, they never ceaſe to 
ply our People with, and it is play'd off in all 


Shapes and Colours, and with all the Sub- 


rilty and Artifice they are Maſters of, I muſt 
be plain; this is a Quarter I dread more than 
all the reſt, and why I do ſo, I ſhall open my 
ſelf further by and by. | 
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What Succeſs our Writers have againſt Inſi · 
dels, I don't know; but this I am ſure of, In- 
fidelity has begn followed through all its Turns 
and Doubles, and every Evaſion has been obvi- 
ared with all the Force and Cogency the Sub- 

ect can admit, Thus the Journaliſt of Paris 
allows of the Solidiry of the Reaſonings of moſt 
Part of the aforeſaid Writings he has abſtract- 
ed z and would any Man of Senſe think they 
would carry more Conviction with them, if they 
came authorized by the Ola Gentleman at Rome: 
What a poor Picce of Reaſoning is it then in 
theſe Men, to infer our Want of Succeſs to be 
owing to our not being ſupported by the Au- 
thority of that Church, which (as they ſay) is 
alone the Pillar of Faith and Truth? Indeed, 
it is greatly to be feared, that if neither our 
Mritings, nor the Authority of the Legiſlature 
repreſs the Inſolence of Infidels, the Iſſue will 
be, that they will at length experience the Ro- 
wiſh Way of Conſutation, which will make Si- 
tents, if not Converts, 

It is worth obſerving, that ſome of the lead- 
ing Writers for Infidelity among us were Jeſuits 
_—— which is very ominous that 
ey have ing on the e of P 
under the — Unbelicf for the — 
Infidelity is Matter of Rejoicing to the Papiſts, 
who foment it by all the Arts they can, as a 
ſure Means of ſerving their own Ends: For 
when all Principles of Religion are render'd 
doubtful, or deſtroyed among us, the People of 
courſe will fly to one who pretends to be an 
infallible Guide, for their own Quiet, and to ſe- 
cure them from further Fluctuation. And that 
this Apprehenſion may appear to be the better 


Br 


I 
grounded, I deſire ſuch as now believe the (as 
cred Books, (and I hope Believers will not, out 


of Complaiſance to Infidels, neglect any Means 
of preſerving their Faith whole and undefiled) 


to conſider with what Colours the Apoſtacy of 
the latter Times is painted by - the Writers of 


the New Teſtament, That the preſent Deiſm is 
an Introduction to the Coming of Antichriſt, 
and is a Part of that grand Falling away fo long 
foretold, ſeems to me to be clear; fo that to 
any Man that will open his Eyes, and conſider 
the expreſs Predictions of the Sacred Pen-men, 
the preſent Infidelity will be a forcible Convi- 
ction of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. 
But upon the ſame Perſuaſion, we are not come 
to the Worſt. The moſt judicious Commen- 
tators upon the Revelation of St. Jobn, and the 
Epiſtles, wherein we have a Prediction of the 
Coming of Antichriſt, &c. give us to expect, 
that Popery will tread on the Heels of Deiſm, 
if it don't now lurk under it; and that its Re- 
turn will be with the more Virulence and Im- 
etuoſity, in Revenge of its former Excluſion. 
muſt own, this is a Thing I would be more 
curious in than in any other to ſatisfy my (elf 
of, becauſe we have an immediate Concern in 
it, and future Times much more. As I ſee no 
Reaſon to think that the Millennium has ever 
yet arrived, and muſt believe that the Conclu- 
ſion of the twelve Hundred and fixty Tears, 
wherein the true Religion was to be under 2 
Stare of Perſecution, is yet future, tho* perhaps 
not very far diſtant : So, if we rightly appre- 
hend the inſpired Writers, the Times prece 
that glorious Epocha will be Times of the mo 
dreadful Tribulation and Outrage, and that Un- 
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godlineſs will rage univerſally under the Shape 
of ſome Sort of Religion, Quaqueriſm, the diſ- 
believing or inward-lighted Sort of Quaqueriſm 
(ſome think) or its Kindred Deiſm at the firſt, 
which we have already ſeen accompliſhed, the 
End of which, tis likely, will be Popery in its 
Height of Fury and Malignity. 
Theſe are not Matters of mere Speculation, 
but are founded in Experience; and, I believe, 
there is no Man of Judgment, who has conſi- 
der'd the preſent Times, but is perſuaded that 
there is a great deal of Popery under the Infi- 
delity now raging, and that it is the chief In- 
ſtrument of promoting it : So far has it advan- 
ced its Ends, by fetching a Compaſs ſeemingly 
the moſt contrary to its Purpoſes, and thus con- 
vinces us experimentally of the Solidity of ſome of 
our Commentators Expoſitions of thoſe Paſſages 
of Holy Writ that relate to the latter Times. 
Now it highly imports ns, in good Policy, to 
countermine its oblique W orkings, and alſo ob- 
viate its more direct Approaches as well as more 
ſecret Attacks. It finds its Account in nothing 
more than in perſuading the People that we are 
Hereticks, cut off from the Catholick Church, 
that we have no true Prieſthood among us, and 
that we can't be ſaved in the Condition we are 
in. Hereupon they think it no Harm, ſhould 
they mils of their principal Aim in it, of propa- 
Pein Infidelity among us, becauſe upon their 

rinciples (horrid indeed!) we ſhall be damn'd 
as Herericks, and we can be only damn'd as In- 
fidels : But then if by this Means they can pre- 
vail with the People to throw themſelves into 
the Boſom of their Church, to prevent the E- 
vils, and Confuſions, and Terrors they are dnn, 
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ten'd with by the preſent State of Infidelity or 
ſuppoſed Hereſy, they have wrought a merito- 
rious Feat, and their Buſineſs is done. This is 
no mean nor uncommon Policy in a Church, 
whoſe known Maxim is, that the End muſt ſan- 
Fify the Means. ' | | 

I will readily grant that we had better have 
Popery than no Religion. But when it is con- 
fider*d, that Popery is at the Bottom, the main 
Cauſe of the ill State of Religion among us, I 
humbly conceive it to be for the Security of the 
Government, to moderate, by ſome neceſſary Se- 
verity, betwixt Infidelity and Superſtition. And 
ſince Rome is ſo ready at calling Hereticks, and 
unchurching whole Nations of Chriſtians, why 
ſnould we not return her Complements, when 
we can do it juſtly, and in our own Defence? 
We faſten Idolatry upon her by the moſt cogent 
Arguments; which in my Apprehenſion goes 
near to unchurch her quite. But what need 1 
mince it ? If ſhe is an Idolater, there is no Poſ- 
ſibility of Salvation for her Followers but up- 
on invincible Ignorance. She is Heretical, and 
has lamentably departed from the Faith and Pra- 
ctice of the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 
Who that is perſuaded of this (and perſuad- 
ed he muſt be whoever examines and is capable 
of examining without Prejudice) can join with 
a Communion ſo fundamentally and univerſal] 
corrupted, without hazarding his Salvation 


They of that Party cannot ſo much as be certain 
of the Validity of any one ſacerdotal Act of their 
Prieſts, by their own Principles, and therefore 
can never be ſure whether they are true Chriſti- 
ans or not! Upon the ſame Iſſue then what 


greater Security hayethey of „ 
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than we have? Let them therefore no longer a- 
muſe our fellow Subjects with their impertinent 
Objections to our Church as wanting true Or- 
ders, for we are at leaſt upon as good a Foot in 
that Regard as they. But we may chance to go 
further and recriminate, that their Ido has 
made it doubrful how far the Validity of their 
Prieſthood may be allowed; not to conſider 
their ſlaviſh lexing Doctrine of the Prieſily 
Intention. This is a Point in which many of our 
Church have been, as I conceive, more tender 
than is neceſſary, as if we were equally concerned 
in it: Bur this is a Matter that is foreign to my 
Purpoſe. As the Church of Rome is unrelent- 
ing in every tittle of Doctrine ſhe preſcribes her 
Followers, nor will recede from any the leaſt of 
ber Commands, though it were to gain over all 
the diſſenting Chriſtians in the World; there is 
no need of any Communion carrying fair with her 
any longer in hopes of a Re- union or Accom- 
modation, ſince ſhe expects all muſt come to 
her, but ſhe will go to none; ſo that no Good 
is to be done with temporiſing, but we muſt 
10 "ax final Iſſue and Reformation of the 
ole. 


That the Church was ſo deplorably corrupted 
Reformation, was on all 


as to call for a 
Hands: And fince thoſe who were the chief In- 
ſtruments of corrupting it, would not reform 
themſelves, our Reformation was a Caſe of ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity, and the cauſal Schiſm lies at 
the Door of the Papiſts. Now Neceſſity makes 
. e the Want of Formality, by the general 
nceſſion of Mankind; and had the Succeſſion 
of Orders among us been dubious, as it is far 
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ders in the Roman Church as null in ſuch as con- 
tinge in that apoſtate Communion, I don't ap- 
prehend that it would affect the Prieſthood a- 
mong the Reformed, any more than Hereſy or 
or other grievous Sins annul Baptiſm its 
Benefits 12 tance. As Rebaptization is 
not neceſſary in the one Caſe, no more is Re- or. 
dination in the other: And even ſuppoſing the 
Succeſſion to be interrupted upon the Separati- 
it was more juſtifiable, and no doubt more 
acceptable to God to appoint a Miniſtry as the 
Occaſion would permit, however defective in 
leſs neceſſary Points, than continue in an ido- 
latrous Communion, though it might have a 
Succeſſion of Prieſts from the very Apoſtles. 
But if a Succeſſion, indefective in all Points, muſt 
be ſo much inſiſted on, the Romaniſts will have 
no great Reaſon to boaſt, when we bid them 
reckon up from their own Authors, how many 
of their Popes ſucceſſively were Monſters, worſe, 
ſuperlatively worſe than the wortt of Infidels! 
Bur at the worſt, what Dependance need we 
have on the Church of Rome for our Orders or 
any thing elſe? Are there no true Orders in the 
World but ſuch as come from Rome? And yer 
ſo ſhameleſs are the Writers of that Side, that 
they will affirm there are not! A common Bold- 
in aſſerting Untruths would be looked up- 
on in a Roman-Cartholick next to a Deſertion of 
the Cauſe: a true Romaniſt will deny the Evi- 
dence of all your Senſes! But is there not the 
Greek: Church, more worthy of our Notice? 
And might we not have eaſily had Aſſiſtance 
thence, without any Inconvenience I can per- 
ceive, did we need any Sanction to our Mini- 
ftry ? But there was no Neceſſity for * ſuch 
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Thing. Vet I am here under a very ſenſible 
Concern, 'when I name the Greek Church. 
Who can behold without Regret That and 
moſt of the Eaſtern Churches corrupted by 
Romiſh Miſſionaries, whereby they by little and 
little deſtroy the Proteſtant Evidences, when it 
would be ſo eaſy for the Reformed Churches to 
bring the Orientals over into a Conformity with 
them in all things neceſſary; which would un- 
doubtedly be the ſtrongeſt Bulwark of the Re- 
formation, and eſtabliſh us againſt the Attempts 
of the Adverſary. With what Eaſe will Men 
who call themſclves Proteſtants advance immenſe 
Sums for things of mere Show and vain Enter- 
tainment, for Trifles, or Things the leaſt ne- 
ceſſary, when with the fame Expence Religion 
in its Purity might be made to flouriſh far and 
wide, and everlaſting Happineſs be beſtowed up- 
on Millions of Souls that now languiſh under 
the Shadow of Death! Would not this be a 
much higher Giatification, I could almoſt call 
it a ſenſual Delight, to propagate temporal and 
eternal Felicity, than to ſquander that Wealth in 
Impertinenceand Emptineſs, that might beſo hap- 
pily employed! Let me urge this alſo with thoſe, 
who either by Inheritance or Purchaſe are ſei- 
zed of the Church · Lands, that I know not how 
they can, otherwiſe than by {ome ſuch noble Sa- 
crifice, avert the many dreadful Imprecations an- 
next to the Alienation of God's Peculiar ; for 
which they may read (and it deſerves to be well 
remarked) what Seiden ſays in the Concluſion of 
his Treatiſe of Tythes: and ſurely no one will 
think that he was a prejudiced Man in their Fa- 
vour. When theſe Lands were firſt ali 


they were not intended to be made abſolute Lay- 


an 
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| but a Reſerve was made in them for pious 
and charitable Uſes. And fince this Reſervation 
has been alſo alienated and ſubſtracted, and the 
Reformer's Intention wholly abuſed, can any 
who believe Reveal'd Religion, belicve ſo fla- 

ant a Sacrilege will proſper! Even Heathen 
Hiſtories will — us with Examples enough 
to the contrary. No it is a general Complaint, 
that the Proteſtants do little towards propaga- 
ting the Faith: ut how ſhould they do more, I 
mean the Churchmen, when the Means is taken 
from them? May we then adjure thoſe who (in 
their Predeceſſors at leaſt) have deprived them 
of ſuch great Advantages, may we adjure them 
by the Chriſtian Name they bear, by the Name 
of Reformed Chriſtians, Men of better Morals 
and larger Souls than the Groſs of Mankind, 
may we adjure them by every Thing that is great, 
noble, and Praiſe-worthy, that they will heartily 
Join in wiping off ſo great a Reproach from the 
Proteſtant Name; ſince it is in them alone to 
enable us to do it. I hope this will be thought 
no intemporate Zeal : a true Chriſtian cannot be 
leſs affected with ſuch a Contemplation. The 
Propagation of Chriſtianity is what I have had a 
great Idea of, and found an eager Deſire of pro- 
moting, from my Youth : And what ſincere Chri- 
ſtian can be backward to uſe his beſt Means of 
forwarding ſo noble an Enterprize? 

Now to bring this Compaſs to a fixed Point: 
We ſee Popery ravaging far and near; it has infi- 
nuated itſelf into molt of the Oriental Churches; 
ſome of them it has entirely brought over; a- 
mong the reſt, the Chriſtians of St. Thomas, a 
Chriſtian Settlement derived from the Apoſtle 
himſelf, whoſe Names they bear. Thus by un- 
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wearied Application and every Artifice, the Rs- 
maniſts deſtroy all the Monuments of Antiquity 
that can ſpeak in our Favour. They have cor- 
rupted to their Purpoſe, as far as they have been 
able, all Churches and written Records that 
could depoſe againſt them. And to come nearer 
to ourſelves, there is nothing that they labour 
more, and have long laboured, than to bring our 
Nation back to the Bondage of Rome. Here- 
upon they ſtir up and foment Diviſions and Dif- 
ferences among us, they have ſown the Seeds of 
Infidelity among us, which they cultivate with 
great Aſſiduity as the ſureſt Method, however 
indirect it may look at preſent, of gaining their 
Purpoſe in the End. The crying Guilt of Sacri- 
lege, and the incompetent Proviſion for our Cler- 
gy, whereby ſo many of them are made uneaſy 
an their preſent Circumſtances, whom a Change 
might flatrer with Hopes of better Times, all 
{well inthe Proſpect, and erect the Hopes of the 
Enemy. To thele covert Practices we may add 
their viſible Encreaſe by Numbers of Converts 
made every Year, to which they are enboldened 
by the too great Indolence of Pariſh Miniſters, 
or rather from the Indulgence of Magiſtrates, 
who will not give themtelves the Trouble, or 
for private Reaſons are unwilling, to repreſs 
theſe Romiſb Exorbitancies. Hence we are come 
at length to 0 


a 


[ 43 ) 


Paorostrion III. 


That it is of the laſt Importance to the Fe- 
curity of our Religion and Government, 
that the Growth and Influence of this 
peſtilent Faction be ſuppreſi'd; that Pe- 

nalties provided by Law be inflicted up- 
cn all ſuch as ſeduce his Majeſty's Sub- 

jects to theRomiſh Perſwaſion, and that 
Romiſh Prieſis be no longer allowd (I 

. might 1 tolerated) at leaſt ſo openly 
as they have been. 


O know the Cauſe is almoſt half a Cure in 
moſt Diſtempers. 

In order to apply a Remedy to the preſent 
Complaint, we need but point out the Sources 
of our Grievance, and the preſcribed Forms of 
Procedure, without any new Courſes, will be 
ſufficient to relieve us. There are two Ways 
whereby Proſelytes are commonly gain'd to the 
Church of Rome; they are either immediately 
ſeduced by the Prieſts, or mediately by others 
employed by them for that Purpoſe.  'Tho' the 
firſt of theſe Ways be more open, and conſe- 
quently more hazardous, in Regard to the Se- 
verity of the Laws, yet by the general Conni- 
vance, they are ſecure eaough, and patrol in 
broad Day-Light, carrying off our Flocks be- 
fore our Eyes. The other is a fly piece of Thie- 
very, whereby they ſteal our People from us by 
the Way of Marriage, when they match one of 
their Sect with one of our Communion, with no 
other Intent than to 12 a Convert. To put 
| 2 9 
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a Stop to this Practice, which is indeed a ſcan- 
dalous and galling Invaſion of the Parochial Mi- 
niſter's Right, and which I have Reaſon to com- 
plain of, there needs no more than to enforce 
the Penal Laws already provided for ſuch Offen- 
ces, whereby ſuch Marriages are declared void, 
and ſhou'd be voided accordingly, their Iſſue be 
made illegirimare, the Parties puniſh'd, and the 
Prieſt raken care of. 

There is another Thing, which, as ridiculous 
as it is, ſets theſe Reverend Gentlemen of Rome 
in ſome Degree of Veneration with the Generality 
of ignorant People among us, which I can affirm 
of my own Knowledge, tho' Pm aſhamed to ex- 
x ſo much the groſs Stupidity of thoſe who 

the honourable Name of Reformed Chri- 
ſtians, were it not in Order that ſome Remedy 
may be applied to fo ſcandalous a Diſeaſe, W har 
I mean is their fooliſh Notion that it is a Pre- 
rogative attach'd to Romiſb Prieſts of laying Spirits, 
cafling out Devils, and ſuch like Foppery; and 
this is a pretended Privilege which their Patrons 
are ready enough to make a Bait of to ſuch illi- 
terate Feople as they have an Influence over. 
They will even aſſert ({oſhameleſs, or rather weak 
and infatuated, are ſome even of the Romiſh Gen- 
tlemen among us) that ſuch Holy Men are ſome 
of their Prieſts, that they can work Miracles and 
do ſo; and this, to be ſure, is a Clincher againſt 
us ſimple Proteſtants, who are unworthy to come 
into Competition with theſe Men of ſo much ſu- 
perior Sanctity, Knowledge, and Learning. Now 
tho' theſe Conjurers and Wizards, were they exa- 
min'd, would be far from being taken for ſuch 
by their Examiners; yet while they play off the 
Impoſture among the Ignorant, tis 8 
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ſhou'd not taſte the Reward the Laws provide 
for ſuch V iſemen in the vulgar Phraſe. This 
Method wou d no doubt effectually cure their Pre- 
tences for the Future. I am that no- 
thing but Severity will repreſs theſe Enormitirsʒ 
and the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion re- 
quires that they be repreſſdſe. 
Where there are Numbers of theſe deluded 
People of the Romiſb Schiſm, I ſhouw'd not be 
againſt conniving at their having a Prieft, whilſt 
they gave no Offence, and the Prieſt did his Of- 
fice as privately as poſſible. For 
irretrievably blind, and will not open their Eyes 
to the cleareſt Light, whilſt they are offenſive, 
eee rather Pity than Severity, and muſt 
be left to God's Goodneſs. It does not conſiſt 
with the Principles of Chriſtianity, to 
for Conſcience Sake in Matters of Religion (I 
wiſh this Chriſtian Principle was obſerv'd in the 
Romiſh Communion.) But it is not on Religions 
Account, but for Reaſons of State, that Popiſo 
Recuſants are not wages Ar 9 their own- 
ing a Foreign Power, as having the principal. 
rithtion in this Kingdom, 1 
Peace and Security of the Government: And what 
wiſe Government will tolerate or indulge the 
common Privi of Subjects to thoſe who are 
itsavow'd Enemies? Whence ariſes this Queſtion: 
W hy ſhou'd Maſs-Houſes then be as publickly 
allowed as other Places of Divine Worthip? And 
yet they are ſo in moſt Places Ive obſerved, 
which gives great Scandal to our who 
by this Sort of Toleration, and ſeeing what Mul- 
titudes publickly reſort to it, are brought by lit - 
tle and little ro think the Maſs not fo 
a Thing as they have been taught, and make it 
ME a 
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a Matter of Indifference, whether they go thither 
or to Church. This is a Grievance which I 


conceive ought to beredreſs'd (I wou'd here alſo 
be underſtood with ſuch Lenity as is conſiſtent 
with the National Safety) and I think every Pa- 
riſh Miniſter — in that Behalf, ought 
to look for a Redreſs. 

But not to confine our Animadverſion to the 
lower Rank of Papiſts, which I really pity, and 
wou'd have long ago labour'd to reclaim, had I 
not been di from it; there is another 
Article of Accuſation of greater Import, as it 
more particularly concerns the Crown, the Vio- 
lation of which inſults its Authority, and the In- 
forcement of which wou'd bring in a conſide- 
rable Revenue to it. Our Laws very wiſely for- 
bid the Educating of the Children of Recuſants, 
in Foreign Seminaries, under Penalty of great 
Forfeirures, Sc. Were theſe exacted with Ri- 
gour, what a rich Harveſt wou'd ſuch Confiſ- 
cations produce to the Government! The un- 
chriſtian Treatment of our Proteſtant Brethren 
abroad, wou'd not incline one to be very favou- 
rable in this Regard, did we act by Way of Re- 
taliation. But I wou'd not be hended to 
inſpire ſuch Severities for what is paſt; a Caution 
for the Time to come is, I humbly preſume, very 
proper to reinforce the Authority of the Legi- 
ſlature, and to abridge its Enemies of ſuch open 
Advantages of contriving its Ruin, and bringing 
in the Peſtilence of Nome among us. This ought 
to teach the Papiſts Thankfulneſs for the Mild- 
neſs of the Government whereby they are in- 

dulged ſo much Quiet, notwithſtanding the 

Penalties to which they are expoſed; not, 

as they do, to requite it with Inſolence, and 


aſcribe 
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aſcribe the Indulgence they enjoy to our Fears 
or Weakneſs. 

The ſame Penal Laws prohibit Lawyers and 
others to practiſe in their ſeveral Profeſſions with- 
out ſubſcribing the Declaration, c. They alſo 
forbid a Recuſant to be an Executor or Guardian, 
and the like, which are all notoriouſly diſregar- 
dedz ſo that nothing is more common than Po- 
piſh Lawyers, who raiſe great Eſtates by their 
Practice, and are often the greateſt Money-Dea- 
lers in the Country, whereby they have too great 
an Influence, which is of pernicious Tendency: 
Thus at the ſame Time that they defraud the 
Crown of its Rights, they corrupt its Subjects 
in their Obedience. And I've known one of 
theſe Men, by his Prevalence in this Way, 
poſe the Authority of all the Magiſtrates he 
Diſtrict, contrary to both Law and Equity; I 
forbear Particulars, and ſeveral heightening Cir- 
cumſtances of this Kind. But it ought to raiſe 
our juſt Indignation, to hear ſuch a Man as I 
have been ſpeaking of, fo highly obnoxious, 
boaſt that he knows the Sores of a great many 
Gentlemen, and ſuch as are of the greateſt Im- 

rtance in their Country. For one does not 

now how far ſuch a Man's Influence may reach, 
eſpecially when it can affect even Gentlemen 
who are concerned in the Legiſlature itſelf; which 
I have known ir to do. | 

I don't know what Senſe ſome among us may 
have of theſe Things, but I can affirm that the 
. in general are very far from being pleaſed 
at the Indulgence ſhown to ſuch Papiſts, who 
thus abuſe it; and they are very apt to conceive 
of it in a Manner that gives them bad Impreſ- 
ſions, as if that Party was formidable, we 

4 | were 
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were glad to let them alone. Whereas there is 

fo little Policy in diſcovering any Fear of them, 
chat it is the ſureſt Way to make them infolent ; 
and there is ſo little juſt Reaſon to fear, provided 
we do our Parts, and ſhow not too great a Re- 
miſſueſe, that by what I can obſerve, our People 
would ſpend the laſt Drop of their Blood (being 
ſo much irritated) rather than ſee the Enetay tri- 


bene to the foregoing RefleQions, it may 
be 8 what 22 l. the 
Plots and Conſpiracies of the Seminary of Zagliſi 
Prieſts and Tehaits ſettled at Doway — — 
ious Queen Elizabeth throughout her whole 
ign. Nor did their Malevolence end with 
the Diſſolution of their firſt Eſtabliſnment. Af- 
ter were diſperſed to Rheims and Rome, 
their ſeveral Colleges were the Hives whence 
zſſued all thoſe S warms of Emiſſaries that from 
Time to Time over: run our Nation, and amongſt 
whom were form'd all the Plots that tended to 
the Overthrow of our Church and State. Now 
as the ſame old Cauſe is ſtill ſubſiſting, the ſame 
virulent Party {till kept up, and the ſame Op- 
portunities left to our Enemies of infeſting us, 
and thoſe improved by the general Connivance, 
one wou d hope that the neceſſary Precaution of 
Self · Preſervation ſhou'd make us keep a ſtriger 
Watch upon thoſe Neſts of Incendiaries, that 
all their Supplies from theſe Nations might be 
cut off; and that all their Remittances, either 
of Foreigners or Natives, ſhou'd be excluded, or 
loaded with ſevere Penalties. To this purpoſe it 
will not be impertinent, by way of future Pre- 
vention, at leaſt in Terrorem, to quote ſome of 
thoſe Laws that were pals d againſt Papilts an the 
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Reign of Queen Ellxabetbh, wherein all thoſe are 
dechred guilty of High-Treaſon, Who ſhall 
*© endeavour to diſſuade the Subjects from their 
“ Allegiance to the Queen, from the Re- 
&« ligion eſtabliſhed in the Kingdom, or ſhall re- 
4 concile them to the Church of Rome, as alſo 
c thoſe who ſhall be thus reconciled. Thoſe alfa 
be are fined in Two Hundred Marks, and Im- 
«« priſonment for a Year, who ſhall ſay Maſs; 
and they who ſhall be knowingly preſent at 
* Maſs, are fined in a Hundred Marks, with 
«© Impriſonment alſo for a Year. Moreover they 
«© who abſented themſelves from their Pariſh» 
«© Churches on the Days appointed for Divine 
c Service, are fined in Twenty Pounds a Month.“ 
By another Statute it was enacted, That thoſe 
« who were educated in Foreign Seminarics, if 
& they returned not into England within ſix 
« Months, and made not their Submiſſion be- 
fore a Biſhop, or two Juſtices of Peace, ſhou'd 
«© be Guilty of High- Treaſon That thoſe who 
* ſhou'd, directly or indirectly, convey any Mo- 
„ ney to Students or others in ſuch Seminaries, 
*« ſhou'd incur the Penalty of a Premunire, Loſs 
of Goods, and perperual Exile. That they 
« who ſhou'd ſend their Children to Popiſh Col- 
< legesor Seminaries, ſhou'd be fined in One Hun- 
«© dred Pounds Sterling. That if thoſe who were 
<« ſent did not return within a Year, they ſhou'd 
« beincapabletoſucceed as Heirs to any Eſtate.” 
However ſevere theſe Laws may appear, the 
Situation of Affairs at that Time made them ne- 
ceſſary; and the frequent Remonſtrances in ſeve- 
ral ſucceeding Reigns ſhow that ht ne- 


ver to be out of Force, And 'till the Papiſts give 
ſome Pledge, that may be depended on, of their 
G Attach- 


[ 50 } 


Attachment to our Government (if I ſaid entire 
Acquieſcence with it, I doubt I ſhould make too 
great a Relaxation) I don't ſay that I wou'd wiſh 
all thoſe Laws inforced, but I muſt needs affirm 
that it is as much as our Safety is worth, to keep 


Recuſants under a pretty ſtrait Reign. 
There is one Thing obſervable, and the Ap- 
plication may. be of Uſe. One will find no 
where ſuch or and Openneſs of Soul as in 
the Church of England. Hence it is, that its 
Members commonly make no Diſtinction, in 
point of Principle, in chuſing Perſons of Re- 
pute in any Frofeſſion or Occupation to tranſact 
their Affairs for them: In other Sects one will 
obſerve that Men cleave all to their own Tribe. 
I will excuſe all others for the Papiſts only. Did 
ou but obſerve a Knot of Papiſts who have the 
eading Hand ina Pariſh, you will find it to be 
rhe Humour and Principle of the whole Party 
to employ no other than ſuch as are of their 
own Clan (unleſs they can't avoid it) in any Bui- 
fineſs they have to & I have obſerved it even 
to an Ale-houſe- Keeper, or any low Mechanick. 
or Workman, who, being a Papiſt, ſhall al- 
ways carry their Cuſtom and Intereſt from a 
Proteſtant of the ſame Employ, however pre- 
ferable to the other. | 
How different the Practice of one of our Per- 
ſuaſion! We give a Fee to a Popiſh Lawyer or 
Phyſician without making a Difference, and thus 
feed our Enemy that bungers But this is Imprudence 
at the Foot of 'the Account, when we conſider 
their contrary Practice and ſworn Enmity to us, 
By our indiſcreet Encouragement of Men of that 
Principle, we encreaſe their Influence, and give 
them Opportunity to abuſe our Confidence. The 


S 59" WM. 
Reader may be aſſured that it is not without 
Cauſe and ſome touching Experience that I make 
this Reflection: And the End is, to remonſtrate 
that if the Practice of the Law ought not to be 
ſtrictly confined (as indeed it is by Law) to ſuch 
as have duly qualified themſelves; his Majeſty's 
good Subjefts ought in Prudence at leaſt, if not 
in Juſtice, to confine their Application in Mat- 
ters of Law to ſuch Perſons as conform to the 
happy Eſtabliſhment to which we owe the Li- 
berty and Property we enjoy. | 

o come to the Point. I have no ill Will to 
any. Party of Chriſtians who hold the Foundari- 
on, and maintain the ſocial Duties of Civil Life: 
for whilſt they violate neither by Principle nor 
Practice any of the Rights of Society, they are, 
I think, to be tolerated in every Chriſtian State. 
And this has been the Senſe and Uſage of the 
whole Church, as is evident, till in latter 
Times the Church of Rome, that common Cor- 
rapter of all Religion, introduced a contrary 
Practice, to ſupport her Pride and Tyranny. 
They therefore that condemn the Act of Tole- 
ration as giving too great a Licence to diſſenting 
Chriſtians, who take that Opportunity of ſer- 
ting forth to the World ſuch different Modes of 
Worſhip, are highly to blame, and betray a want 
of Judgment or Chriſtian Charity, and diſcover 
too much of the Leaven of the Romiſb Commu- 
nion. It ought to convict ſuch Men of Folly 
and Shame, to find all the holy Fathers of the 
Church in every Age againſt them, both in O- 
pinion and Practice; for Perſecution for Matters 
of Faith was never approved of by the Catho- 
ticks, *cill the Spirit of Antichriſt began to 
work moſt powerfully in the Weſtern b. 
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Let them then conſider by what Spirit they are 
led who inflict Capital Puni ſhments upon thoſe 
they adjudge Hereticks. 

Bur if all different Perſwaſions in Religion are 
to be tolerated, it mg Ao ſaid, Whence co 
it that we deny that Privilege to the Papiſts 
The Reply is obvious: We don't deny Tole- 
ration to them as diſſenting Chriſtians, but as diſ- 
ſenting and refractory Subjects, whoſe Princi- 
ples lead to Rebellion, who are therefore Ene- 
mies to the State and unworthy of its Protection. 
This is the true State, of the Caſe, and a Caution 
every wile Government is obliged to uſe for its 
own Preſervation. Theſe Sort of Diſſenters have 
therefore no Reaſon to complain of any Hard- 

ſhip, for if they would be treated upon the Square 
with his Majeſty's good Subjects, let them leave 
their icious Errors, — conform as dutiful 
Subjedts. This is a Duty they owe to the Body 
Politick ; and that they are as much to 
pay this Obedience to the Eccleſiaſtical State, I 
ave elſewhere ſhown, by giving an Abſtract and 
Confutation of their principal Errors in Religion. 
need not recapitulate what has been already 
ſaid : That Popery cncreaſcs, has been ſufficiently 
urged, and every one muſt be convinced of it; 
and ſurely the Growth and Influence of That is 
not a Matter to be diſregarded: if it but once 
s within Doors, it will never reſt, till it be 
aſter of the Houſe, 

Upon theſe Conſiderations one would think 
it eaſy to determine, on which Side to turn the 
Scale in the ® Debates concerning the Reduction 
of the Land-Forces, Who, 2 is a * | 

Friend 


| ® See the Lonpo Macazine, for September, 1733. 
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Friend to the Royal Family and a Lover of his 
Country, for the Security of which a compe- 
tent Body of Forces is to be maintain'd, does 
not entirely 8 to the ſolid Reaſons offer'd 
with as much Co and P of 
Addreſs as nervous Elocution by his Grace the 
D ke of ie upon that Occaſion? And 
to remove all Objections to that Method of 
viding for the national Security, with what c 
neſs of Argument, Solidity of Obſervation, Ex- 
tenſiveneſs of Reading, and Maſculine Eloquence 
does his Grace the D-—-ke of 4——demon- 
ſtrate the Incompetency or Inconveniency of all 
other Means, and diſſipate the vain Apprchenſi- 
ons induſtriouſly raiſed againſt maintaining the 
Number of Forces propoſed ? A Speech (with- 
out Complement I f. = that cou'd come from 
none but the moſt conſummate General, and 
which the greateſt Orator might be proud to call 
his own. And it ought to be in the more Eſteem 
with every Britiſþ Subject, who has the leaſt 
Regard for the common Liberty, as it is with 
as much Exactneſs as Addreſs ſuited to the Exi- 

encies of our preſent Situation. Upon the ſame 
— I truſt that what has been humbly re- 
monſtrated from my own Obſervation in the 
preceeding Pages will be regarded neither as im- 
pertinent nor uſeleſs, 

In fine, that there is now ſomething more 
than ordinary upon the W heel, we have juſt 
Reaſon to conclude, the Publick having been 
informed that a Clergyman of ſome Note has 
been applicd to by a great Number of Perſons of 
the firſt Rank (which we muſt neceſſarily ſup- 
poſe to be in oppoſition to the preſent Eſtabliſh. 
ment) to write a V indication of the Romiſh Faith 
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in Refutation of the Proteſtants, and that he is 
ngly c inthe Work. This is what 
I preſume t to be taken Notice of by way 
of Preeaution. For what other End can there 


be in this our preſent Situation conſider'd, than 


to incline the Nation in general to Popery, to 
over-turn our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, for 
which the Pen is firft employ'd to facilitate the 


Work of the Sword. To obviate which At- 


promiſe that our Divines are not 


only prepared, but are alſo ready to give the 
Challenge upon that Subject whenever there is 


Occaſion; and that there will be zow found as 


ſtrenuous Defenders as ever, of our Civil and Re- 


which 


Liberties againſt any Romiſs Invaſion, for 
I will alſo venture to give my Hand, | 


Phileleutherus Britannicus. 
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Short VIE W 


OF THE 


Principal Errors 


OF THE 


Church of Rome : 


When, for what Ends, and by what Means 
they were introduced in the Cnhuxcn. 


With an APPLICATION to the Roman- 
Catholicks of England : Shewing, That they 
are obliged, in Duty and Right Reaſon, to 

leave that corrupt Communion. 
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PE FAC. 
V following Excerpts were thrown 
together ſome Time ago by Way of 


Picks, . which JI conceived would be ſerviceab!/e, 
at leaſt to that Part of the Country I was 2 
in, where there are great Numbers of Roman 
Cat bolicts (if I may uſe ſo ungrammaticalaTerm) 
but other Employment,and ſomeDiſcouragements, 
called me off from that Defign,which I had wholly 
laid aſide. However,as I have written a {mall Diſ- 
. coarſe of the like Tendency,, it is preſum d to beof 
Uſe to ſubjoin thoſe ſcatter d Remarks upon the 
moſt noted Romiſn Errors, whereby. any common 
Reader may be fore-armed againſt the Delufions 
not ſo much ftirring among us. I baue elſewbere 
obſerved, that as we are in a manner challenged 
| by the Romiſh Party to revive tbe Controverſy 
between us and them (for why otherwiſe have 
they taken up the Pen afreſh, when they baue 
been ſo compleatly defeated ?) there is a Neceſſity 


zo bew our P eople, that we are yet able bo com- 
H bats 
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bate the Romaniſts ; nay, ready to dare them 16 
the” Engagement. And fince the Subject bas 
been exhauſted on both Sides, it would be ſuffici- 
ent to refreſh. the Arguments, or to preſent. tbe 


Subſtance of what has been already written at 


large in ſmaller Tracts, or new dreſſed up in 

the Diſputants own Manner, provided that the 

Force and Conviftion of what bas been urged be- 

fore, be kept up and maintain'd with the ſame 
ency. 

There is little elſe in the following Leaves bud 
what bas been pick'd out of other Boots; which, 
as I bavenot bad leiſure of making better Uſe of, 
4 hoped it would anſwer ſome End, and be better 
than doing nothing, to give it in the naked Re- 
preſentation in which it now appears ; for Truth 
is not afraid of appearing naked, but is more 
likely to make a good Impreſſion upon all ingenu- 
ous Spirits, and eſpecially ſuch as have not been 
miſled with Books of Controverſy, than if it was 
4 et with the moſt artful Inſinuations of 
Aaareſs. 

t may be alſo nrged for the Revival of old 
Arguments, That People are not at all Times e- 


. qually ſuſceptable of good Impreſſions ; the ſame 


Argument may therefore ſucceed at one Time, 
which bas failed at another. Withthi View,lI 
ſuppoſe it is that the Apoſtle exborts us, To be 


Inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon. What 
. bas been forgot, or been little attended to before, 


may, at a more favourable Opportunity, through 
ſome particular Circumſtances, be more happily 


_ " pmtertained. | 


An 


An ABSTRACT of the Romiſh 
ERRORS, with an ACCOUNT 
when they were introduced 
into, or firſt known, in the 
CHURCH, | 


HE Roman Religion is not truly an- 
© II cient in any other Articles, but thoſe 
in the Apoſtles Creed, and other 
> Doctrines evidently founded upon 
6 Expreſs Words of Holy Scripture. 
That Prayers to the Saints are not menti 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is confeſſed by ſeve- 
ral of the Roman Divines. As likewiſe Indul- 
gences, which are not to be found in Scripture, 
nor in the ancient Writers. 
Tranſubſtantiation can't be prov'd from Scrip- 
ture, by the Confeſſion of three Cardinals: Fiſb- 
er, de Alliaco, Cajetan. Communion in one 
Kind, or raking away the Cup from the People, 
no older than the Council of Canfiance, Anno 
1417. 
- Purgatory not generally believed in the 
Church till about eleven hundred Years after 
800 ; H 2 Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, as we are aſſured from Hiſtory. Vid. 
Otto Fring. Chronic. Anno 114. 

Prayers to deliver Souls from thence, confeſ- 
ſec by Pepi Writers, to have been firſt ap- 
pointed by Odilo, Abbot of Clugny, Anno 1000, 
Worſhipping of God by Images, not allow'd 
of by ancient Fathers, as the Popiſh Writers ac- 


knowledge. Clemangis, Polydore Virgil, Pere- 
Hus, Aiola, The Decree concerning it deri- 


ved no higher than the Second Council of Nice, 
Anno 787. Both the Council and Doctrine re- 
jected for many Years after by the French, Eng- 
44% and German Churches. F | 
Indulgences not ancient, No good Proof for 
them before the Time of Pope Mexander III. 
Anno 1160. or however the Council of Cler 
mont, Anno 1096. Scieppius de Indulg. Boni- 


face IX. the firſt that made Money of them, An, 


1390. The firſt Jubilee (the chief Market for 
them) not an hundred Years before. 
Celibacy, and the renouncing their Wives, im- 


poſed upon Prieſts by Pope Hildebrand not before 


the Year 1074. This Innovation generally con- 


demned, as proceeding from an indiſcreet Zeal, 
and contrary to the Opinions of the Fathers: 
Not receiv*din England for above 100 Years after, 


- Avricular Confeſſion to a Prieſt not impoſed 
as neceſſary before the Lateran Council, Anno 
12171. | 

The Romiſþ Doctors own, that Tranſubſtan- 
tiation was not held by the Fathers; and Pope 
Gelafius himſelf affirms, That the Elements ceaſẽ 


- mot to be of the Subſlance of Bread and I ius; de 


ſecundis Naturis, contra Eutych. Tranſubſtantia - 
tion confeſſed by the School men not to be anci- 
ent. Suarez and Duns Scotus deny it flatly: 


L 6% ] 
Several of the Popiſh Doctrines no older than 
the late Council. of Trem, which Council was 
never fully allowed by the French, and was never 
received by the Engiiþ Nation. 
Good Works 


Juſtification by the Merit of 
then ſet on Foot. 611 | 

No ſince theſe Doctrines are made out to be 
of a lat? ſtanding, and not to be prov'd from 
Scripture and the ancient Writers, what Autho- 
rity has the Church of Rome to eſtabliſh them 
into Articles of Faith; and obtrude them on all 
thoſe of her Communion, as neceſſary to Salva- 
tion? All that can be plauſibly ſaid, and what is 
urg'd of theit own Writers for it, is this, That 
theſe Determinations were made by vertue of 45 - 
lical Tradition, preſerved in the Roman Church from 
the Beginning; and thus all their Innovations are 
reſolved into Oral Tradition, and the Infallitility of 
their Church. Certainly this is giving the Cauſe 
againſt themſelves; for what is it, but :confeſ+ 
ſing that the Scriptures, the ancient Fathers, and 
all written Records, are againſt them? But let 
us ask them, what Witneſſes they have for the 
Truth of theſe unknown | Traditions of theirs, 
which are only in their keeping, and therefo 
may have been deviſed by chemſelyes? We mu 
take them upon their Word, if we will have 
them: but it is very ſuſpicious, their Witneſs it 
not true, who bear Wiine(s to themſelves. Beſid 
it may very juſtly make us inquire, whether cheſs 
Apoſtolical Traditions were known to the, former 
Popes, or not? If not, how came the later 
Popes to the Notice of them? If they were ac- 
quainted with them of old, how came they to 
let them ſleep ſo long, and let the Church err 


for ſo many Ages for the Want of them? — 
* 
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they acquit themſelves well of their Primacy over 
dbe Gnend Church, in thus — from 
it ſuch Requiſites to eternal Salvation? The 
Truth of it is, they were evidently entire Strang- | 
ers to any ſuch Traditions, and the later Popes 
have invented them to ſave their Authority, and 


countenance their — Practices, as ap- 
pears from the ancient Popes declaring quite con- 
Fort theſe pretended Traditionary Doctrines: 
or Inſtance, ces 

Pope Gaius aſſures us, That the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Saints avails nothing to our Pardon 
and ſuſtification. 
Tranſubſtantiation was denied by Pope Ge- 
lafius, as we obſerved before. Gregory the Great 
did the ſame, and ſaid, he was the Emperor's 
Servant, and owed him Obedience. He denied 
the Title of univerſal Biſhop ( Epiſt. ad Eulogium) 
and faid he was a Forerunner of Antichriſt that 
aſſumed any ſuch arrogant Title. He allow'd it 
lawful for Prieſts to marry; would not ſuffer I- 
mages to be worſhipped, but retained only for 
Hiſtory and Memory. A ſucceeding Pope alſo 
declared in the Canon Law, that in ſuch Dioceſes 
where the People were of different Languages, 
the Biſhop ſhould provide fir Men to celebrate 
Divine Service, and adminiſter the Sacraments 
of the Church, according to the Diverſity of 
Rites, and Variety of Languages. 

From all theſe Inſtances it is evident that the 
Church of Rome is corrupted, and has departed 
from her Primitive Doctrines; and it is alſo plain, 
that her principal Doctors were perſuaded of it, 
becauſe a Reformation was propoſed in the Piſan 


* 1 Qne 


r 
One Thing I muſt not omit, among other In- 
ſtances of Romiſh Folly and Deceit, which, tho 
otherwiſe ridiculous almoſt to take Notice of, 
muſt not paſs without a Mark, becauſe of the 
Uſe the Romijb Impoſtors make of it among the 
Ignorant; it is their Manner of Exorciſing or 
Eutin out evil Spirits. The whole Form may 
be read in Biſhop Taylor's little Treatiſe, call'd 
4A Diſſuafive from Popery; which I would re- 
commend to every common Reader, as very pro- 

r to give him a. general View of the Romiſb 

rrors, and to fortify him againſt any Inſinuations 
from that Quarter, The ridiculous and blaſphe- 
mous Ceremony, I muſt refer the Reader to m 
Author for; but it may be worth while to tran- 
ſcribe his Reflections upon it. 

The Caſting out of Devils is a miraculous 
Power, and given at firſt for the Confirmation 
of Chriſtian Faith, as the Gifts of Tongues and 
Healing were; and therefore we have Reaſon to 
believe, that, becauſe it is not an ordinary Power, 
the ordinary Exorciſms caſt out no more Devils 
than Extreme Unction cures Sickneſſes. We do 
not envy to any one, any Grace of God, but 
wiſh it were more modeſtly pretended, unleſs it 
could be more evidently proved. Origen con- 
demn'd this whole Procedute of conjuring Devils 
long fince. If any one asks (lays he) whether it 
be * to adjure Devils? He that beholds Feſus com- 
manding over Devils, and alſo giving Power to his 
Diſciples over all unclean Spirits, and to heal Diſ- 
eaſes, will ſay, that to adjure Devils is not accord- 
ing to the Power given by our Bleſſed Saviour ; for 

it is a Jewiſh Trick, And St. Chry/oftom (ſpoke 
ſoberly and truly, We poor M retebes cannot drive 
away the Flies, much leſs Devils, 


But 
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. 
But then as to their Manner of Conjurations 
and Exorciſms, adds he, this we ſay, if theſe 
Things come from God, let them ſhew their 
Warrants, and their Books of Precedents : If they 
come nor from God, they are ſo like the Inchant- 
ments of Balaam, the old Heathens, and the mo- 
dern Magicians, that their Original is ſoon diſco- 
vered. Then after obſerving their Application 
of theſe Charms, not only to Men and all ba 
tized Infants (as if they were all poſſeſſed by the 
Devil) but alſo to bewitched Cattle, to Mice and 
Locuſts, to Milk and Lettice, to Houſes and 
Tempeſts, after the Manner of the Heathen In- 
chantments; of theſe Things, ſays he, we can- 
not gueſs at any able Principle, except they 
have deriv*d em from the Jewiſh Cabala, or the 
Exorciſms which it is ſaid Solomon us'd when 
he had conſented to Idolatry. 

But theſe Things are fo unlike the Wiſdom 
and Simplicity, the Purity and Spirituality of 
"Chriſtian Devotion; are ſo perfectly of their own 
deviſing, and wild Imaginations; are ſo full of 
dirty Superſtitions, and ignorant Fancies, that 
there are not in the World many Things whoſe 
Sufferance and Practice can more deſtroy the 
Beauty of Holineſs, or reproach a Church, or 
Society of Chriſtians. | | 


That the abovementioned Opinions were 
introduced for evil Ends. 


1 MPLICIT Faith, or believing as the Church 
believes, was a Doctrine unknown in*Sr. 
 CyriPs Time, who bade his young Chriſtians not 
believe the Things he faid becaute he affirm'd 
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them, unleſs he prov'd them to be fo out of the 
Holy Scripture. Tis a ſtrong Suſpicion of a 
falſe Religion, to deſire ro be taken upon Con- 
tent, without Examination; which is the Policy 
of the Popiſþ Prieſts to ſecure their evil Principles 
from being look'd into, and making the People 
depend on them as infallible Guides, while they 
can thus lead em blindfold, and obtrude any Doc- 
trines to ſerve their Intereſt, under Pretence of 
true Religion. 

1 Conſeſſion to a Prieſt was voluntary 
of old, and only us'd in particular Caſes, as in 
Troubles and Doubts of Conſcience: "Tis now 
enjoin'd as abſolutely neceſſary at appointed Sea- 


ſons, probably to make the Prieſt Maſter of every 


Man's Secrets. 

Maintaining Monaſteries independant of their 
reſpective Biſhops, and freeing all Eccleſiaſticks 
from the Authority of their natural Princes, was 
in order to have Subjefts in all Countries to ſup- 
port the Pope's Intereſt, and give him InteJli- 

ence. 

The Pope's Supremacy, Creating their Maker 
in the Mals, Fc. all introduc'd for ambitious De- 
ſigns, and to ſet the Prieſts higher in the People's 
Eſteem and Veneration.——Purgatory and Pray- 
ers for the Dead; the Daughters of Covertoulnels, 
and the moſt inexhauſtible Treaſures of the Ro- 
man Church. Fear of loſing ſo conſiderable an 


Income, the Occaſion of the Pope's not coming 


into the Reformation. 
Marriage of Prieſts forbid, that the Church 
may be Heir to all their Eſtates. 
' The ſaid Opinions eftabliſhed by evil Means. 
After the Decay of the Weſtern Empire, and 
the Irruption of the _ and Yandak, a = 
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d 
ral Ignorance overſpread the Face of all Europe. 
A fit Time for Errors and falſe Doctrine to make 
their Way into, and be eſtabliſhed in the Church. 
Add to this, the Deſolation of the famous Eaſtern 
Churches by the Inundations of the Tarks and 


Saracens. Here the Pope had neither Emperor 


nor Patriarch to oppoſe him for a long Time, 
which adminiſter'd a proper Occaſion for his un- 
juſt Uſurpations, and ſubjecting all the Weſt to 
his Vaſſalage. : 
Not to mention the barbarous and inhuman 
Means, by which they ſecur'd this Uſurpation; 
what Perſecutions they raiſed againſt the Albi 
genſes, Bohemians, Wickleviſis ; how they 
deſtroyed with Fire and Sword all that reſiſted 
their — It is to be obſerv'd, that the 
Roman Church was the firſt Author of putting 
Men to Death for that which they call Hereſy; 
which is contrary to the Rules of Chriſtianity, 
(2 Tim. xi. 24, 2f.) and Opinion and Practice of 
the ancient Church. St. Gregory ſays, it was a 
new and unheard-of Way of Preaching, to force 
Men by Stripes to believe. (Epiſt. ad Epiſt. Con- 
fantinop.) 
Miracles one of the chief Foundations, and 
moſt authentick Proofs for Invocation of Saints, 
Worſhipping of Images and Reliques, Purgatory, 
Pilgrimages, and moſt other of the gainful Arti- 
cles of the Roman Church: Yet St. Chryſoſtom 
tells us, there were no Foot of the Power 
of Miracles left in the Church in his Time. (de 
acerdatio, Lib. 4.) And St. Gregory (Hom. 4.) 
hinks them unneceſſary among Believers; and fo 
did St. Auguſtin (de ver. Relig.) with others. Yet 
their Legends are ſtuffed with Miracles, preten- 
ded to be wrought by Saints both living and 
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dead, to infuſe the Belief of the moſt incredible 
Fictions into the Minds of the People: Such as 
ſucceeding Popes were aſham'd of, and therefore 
expung' d em out of the Breviaries, when the 
falſe Doctrine for which theſe Fables were de- 
vis'd, were firmly eſtabliſh'd in the Minds of the 
Superſtitious and Ignorant. 

If theſe Legends were falſe, how came the infal- 
lible Church to inſert em in her publick Offices? If 
true, how came fbe afterwards to rejeft them? 

What Artifices have they not us'd in forging 
Records to atteſt their new Doctrines, more l 
pecially that of the Pope's Supremacy ? They 
alſo ſent abroad ſeveral ſpurious Pieces under great 
Names, to delude an illiterate Age into a Vene- 
ration for their Church, and her Deciſions. — 
Theſe are now rejected by the Learned among 
the Papiſtsthemſelvesz but yet tho' the Premiſes, 
from whence they are inferred, are voided, the 
Concluſions are yet retain'd, Such are the De- 
cretal Epiſtles of all the Popes from Clemens down 
to Pope Syricius, An. 337. Thele were formerly 
appeal'd to as good Authorities, Part of them 
tranſcribed into the Canon-Law, tho' now con- 
felled by moſt of the learned Papilts for mere For- 
geries. Nor did the Papacy bluſh to alledge for 
its Supremacy, the pretended Donation of Con- 
ſtantine the "ng wherein he is feign'd ro make 
the Pope Head over the whole Church, and Su- 
perior to all the four Patriarchs of the Eaſt, 
(naming Conſtantinople for one, which City was 
not then built) giving him in Fee the City of 
Rome, and all Bah, with all the Provinces of 


the Roman Empire, (and yet he gave all theſe 
to one of his Sons afterwards:) This ridiculous 
Edict was often alledged by the Popes of 2 


| 
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back their Uſurpations. It was formerly receiv'd 
without Suſpicion by the learnedeſt of the Ro- 
man Doctors, but is now a- days generally diſ- 
own'd by all Romaniſts, who are aſham'd (as 
they may well) of one of the moſt impudent For- 
geries that ever was. To theſe we may add the 

range Recognitions of Clement, the ridiculous 
Council of Sinueſſa, the Pontifical aſcribed to 
Pope Damaſus, the Sixty new Canons palm'd by 
Turrian upon the General Council of Nice, with 
innumerable other Tracts of the ſame Stamp; 
all evidently forged, yet long maintain'd by the 
Church of Rome, to ſupport her Uſurpations. 

We may next inſtance in the ſuppreſſing or cor- 
rupting of true Records. For Example: The Pope's 
Legates, not an Hundred Years after the Gene- 
ral Council of Nice, produced two Canons to 
prove the Pope's Right to receive Appeals in 
the famous Council of Carthage, An.419. which 
they farher'd upon the faid Nicene Council; tho” 
they were found wholly different from all the beſt 
Manuſcripts of that Council then extant, particu- 
larly from two very eminent ones, ſent for by the 
African Fathers tromConftantinople and Alexandria; 
They are alſo repugnant to the genuine Editions of 
the Nicene Council now extant. The Council of 
Carthage rejected theſe pretended Canons, as we 
_ alſo do now. Pope Leo alſo, in his Epiſtle to 
' Theodofius the Emperor, quotes a Canon of a par- 
ticular and dubious Council at Sardica, of later 
Date and leſs Authority, ſetting it out for a Ca- 
non of the General Council at Nice; not to men- 
tion the Edit. of the Councils put out by Di- 
onyſins Exiguus about the Tear 720, which was 
the only approved Copy that was current in theſe 
Weſtern Parts, — it leſt out ſeveral — 
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of General Councils in favour of the Pope's Su- 
premacy, becauſe they ſeem'd to look quite a- 
way from it. 

I would be an endleſs Task to recount all the 
Additions, Retrenchments and Alterations that 
have been made in the Roman Editions of the 
Councils fince the Pope's Supremacy came upon 
the Board, all to countenance that Antichriſtian 
Uſurpation. The Reader may ſee this is no un- 
juſt Exprobrationof mine, by looking into an in- 
genious Eſſay of the Roman Forgeries, printed 
at London 1673, Out of a Thouſand we may 

ive a Sample of an evident Piece of Falſification: 

he 35th Canon of the Council of Laodicea for- 
bids the Faithful to call on the Name of Angels, 
which manifeſtly condemns the Roman Practice 
and Doctrine of praying to Angels. Hereupon 
they have moſt impudently foiſted in Angulos, 
Angles or Corners, inſtead of Angelos, Angels, con- 
trary to all the Greek Copies, Fathers, and all 
the Latin Manuſcripts, which read it Angels. 
Even Pope Adrian himſelf (before the Worſhip 
of Angels was known in the Church) read it 
Angels in his Epitome of the Canons he ſent to 


Charles the Great. Thus have they corrupted 


Councils to make them ſpeak for their Opinions 
and Practices, nor have the Fathers fared better 
in their Hands, St. Cyprian, publiſh'd by Pa- 
melius, is alter'd in abundance of Places, contrary 
to the ancient Copies, To ſuborn his Voice to 
the Pope's Supremacy, the Editor has made him 
ſay, where he is ſpeaking of the Church being 
founded ſuper Petram upon a Rock, ſuper Petrum 
upon Peter. 
Ludovicus Fives tells us, there are about half 
a ſcore Lines, aſſerting Purgatory, inſerted into 
St. 
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St. Auguſtin de Civ. Dei. There is alſo another 
manifeſt Falſification in him concerning the Eu- 
chariſt. _ 
But I am tired of tranſcribing any more In- 
ſtances of ſo much unfair Dealing, which all good 
Men muſt look upon with the ſame Abhorrence 
they wou'd do upon ſuborning falſe Witneſſes, 
orforging Writings to atteſt a Lye, and that of 
the greateſt Importance: And yet this Diſho- 
neſty is countenanced by the Church of Rome, 
nay authorized and promoted, as appears from 
the Belgick Inquiſitors, (who were employ'd by 
it) and, as they tell us, expunge many Errors in 
ſome of the Antients, in others palliate and excuſe 
them, or by feiguing a commentitious Gloſs, either 
deny or fix a commodious Senſe to their Words. 
After this Manner did they uſe St, Ambroſes Works, 
altering whole Pages together, contrary to all an- 
cient Manuſcripts. But we have a memorable 
Teſtimony of theſe ſcandalous and wicked Prac- 
tices from the Mouth of Boxhornius, one of their 
Divinity-Proſeſſors at Lovain, who was engaged 
by Authority in ſuch an infamous Employment; he 
ſhall ſpeak for himſelf. Having been employ'd (ſays 
he) by the Inquifitors, to firike out at leaſt fix Hundred 
Places of the Ancients, that ſeem'd to oppoſe the Ro- 
man Doftrines, I was ſo troubled in Mind upon it, 
that it was the Occaſion of my turning Proteſtant 
and made me reſolve to quit that Religion which 
could not ſupport itſelf without ſuch manifeſt In- 
poſtures. Hen. Boxhorn. de Euchariſtia. 
* Now, my Friends, after ſuch faithful Re- 
monſtrances, after ſuch preſſing and unanſwerable 
\* The Inder Bxpurgatoria Book that direct theſe Fal- 
fikcations, is a flanding Evidence of the Matter of Fact; and, 
as it is now come into tHands, will be a Monument 


of the Roman Church. 
to the everlaſting Infamy Objedtions, 


Objections, after ſo many Confeſſions of the beſt 
and learnedeſt Men of your own Party, that the 
Roman Church is corrupted, that numberleſs In- 
novations are crept in, both into your Faithand 
Practice, and that you truſt yourſelves not ſo much 
with blind Guides, as thole that wou'd lead you 
blindfold, andendeavour to hedge up every Outler 
that would bring you out of the high Road of 
Error into the Way of Light and Truth; Isit 
not the Heighth of Extravagance, the molt fatal 
Obſtinacy, to be ſo blind to your eternal Wel- 
fare, and give yourſelves up to theſe falſe and de- 
ſigning Guides, when your Eyes are open*d, and 

the right Way clearly pointed out before you ? 
You ſee your Leaders ſtick at no Artifices to 
delude you; make no Conſcience of ſuborning 
falſe Witneſſes to atteſt they are in the Right; 
corrupt the beſt Authorities to make them con- 
nive at them; or entirely ſuppreſs thoſe, that are 
no Way to be crooked and bended to their Pur- 
ſc; and thus Pope Clement the 8th, put the Bi- 
ble into his Index of prohibited Books. All 
Editions and Tranſlations of it, but their own, 
are condemn'd and burnt. Thus it is an eaſy 
Matter to beguile the People into à Belief that 
their Doctrines are purely Primitive and Catho- 
lick, when they have removed all the Gainſayers 
out of the Way. But what is all this deteſtable 
Forging, this Suppreſſion of the Truth, but a 
plain Confeſſion, that Scripture and Antiquity are 
againſt them, and that their Innovations and Im- 
ſtures would be expos'd and unmask'd, were 
t theſe allow*'d to bring in their Depoſitions? 
Surely the moſt bigotted ro the Church of Rome 
cannot ſo far renounce his Senſe and Reaſon, as 
not to perceive and belieyc, that thoſe that make 
| ns 
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no Scruple of writing and maintaining a Lye by 
any Methods they can deviſe, ſo that they ſerve 
the Intereſt of their Church in it, would nor in 
the leaſt be more tender in teaching and infuſing 
Ir into others; and are not theſe moſt warranta- 
ble Teachers to truſt your Souls with, your eter- 
nal Salvation! Are thoſe that corrupt the Remains 
of the Saints deceas'd, fir to be commiſſion'd 
over the Souls of the Living? Surely a Man muſt 
bid farewel to common Senſe, that ſhall thus 
chuſe his own Deluſion, and be cullicd with his 
Eyes open into the Hazard of eternal Ruin. 
But now that you are undeceived, what is it 
that engages you to this Apoſtate Church? But 
your Fathers were of the [ame Perſuaſion, and 
there were as good Men then, *tis bop d, as there 
are nom amongſi us. Now I deſire it may be 
. © confider'd, that your Fathers liv'd in an Age 
- when theſe Errors were not detected; they had 
not an Opportunity of detecting them, otherwiſe 
as good Men they wou'd have abandon'd a Church 
that tyrannically impos'd them on their Belief 
and Practice; and we ſhould have ſeen you, their 
Deſcendants, of the ſame Opinion with ourſelves. 
But now their Excuſe is happily remov'd, nor 
can you any longer plead it; we live in an Age, 
wherein your Church's Nakednels is laid open, 
and her Turpitude expoſed. Be pleas'd to con- 
fider, that the Doctrines are not the better for 
having been generally receiv'd, ſince they were 
obtruded on the World by Fraud, by Force, by 
evil Means, and for evil Ends and for that Rea» 
ſon ought to be deteſted and abjured by all good 
Men. And thus what was once deſigned to con- 
ciliate a Reverence and Eſteem for the Roman 
Church (when laid open for Trick and __ 
2 mu 
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muſt proclaim her Shame and Diſgrace; and be 
ſo far from tying Men to its Communion, that 
ir muſt inſtigate every ſincere and pious Chriſtian 
to revolt from a Church, that has revolted from 
itſelf, its primitive Glory and Purity. And thus, 
what ſome of her own Doctors propheſied, is 
fully accompliſhed ; by endeavouring to attach 
her Members the more to her, ſhe has made all 
truly diſcerning Men turn away from her. 

But it may be inſinuated that thoſe pious Frauds 
were intended to advance the Intereſts of Religion, 
and that theſe Innovations are @ Furtherance to Pi- 
ety and Devotion. 

To which I anſwer, that it is areceiv*'d Maxim, 
that we ſhould never do Evil that Good may come 
of it; and ſurely ſorging of Lyes to ſupport the 
Truth, and bring it into more Eſteem, is diſho- 
nouring God, and diſcrediting Religion: It is 
affronting God; for what is it, but accuſing him 
of not employing ſufficient Means of making Re- 
ligion be believ'd and practiſed? It is laying Re- 
ligion under Diſgrace, by uſing the ſame Arti- 
fices to ſupport it, as if it had been an Impoſture, 
Beſides, if it appear, that ſeveral of your Princi- 


ples and Practices are fo far from advancing the 


true Ends of Religion, that they are found to 
be Impediments to Devotion, and Hinderances 
to a Holy Life, and tend to the Diſhonour of 
God, by countermanding his Precepts, and diſ- 
obeying his Laws, while laying aſide the Come 
mandment of God, ye bold the Tradition of Men, 
how do you think to excuſe yourſelves before 
either God or Man, by adhering to a Churchthar 
tyrannically enjoins ſuch Doctrines? For do they 
not command ſuch Things as are expreſly for- 
bidden of God, as the Worſhip of Images, 
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Exod. xx. 4. and Prayer in an unknown Tongue? 
1 Cor. xiv. 28. do they not forbid what God has 
allow*d, as the Marriage of Prieſts? Heb. xiii. 
4. 1 Cor. vii. 2. chap. ix. F. 1 Tim. iii. 2, 12. Have 
they not alſo taken away the Cup from the Lai- 
ty, and made a Decree about it, notwithſtand- 
ing our Lord's Appointment to the contrary ? 
Do they not intrench upon God's Prerogative, 
in preſuming to diſpenſe with his Laws, as in the 
Caſe of Matrimony and Divorce, of Vows, 
Oaths, Contracts, Indulgences in all Manner of 
Sins, not to mention Murder, c.? 

Now that your other Practices are deſtructive 
of true Devotion, pray let it be conſider'd, if it 
be not the _ Derogation to the Divine Ma- 
jeſty to worſhip him, an infinite and inviſible 
Being, by an Image, or any ſuch low Repre- 
ſentation? Is it not ſinking our Conceptions of 
the Supreme Being, and inſtead of TO up our 
Ideas to him, is it not bringing him down to 
our groſs and carnal Notions? nd I wiſh the 

t Scandal and Averſion to the Chriſtian Re- 
1gion, this Way of Image Worſhip has given 
to the modern Jews and Mahometans, may not 
be laid to your Door. Again, does not the Doc- 
trine of the Merit of Works, reflect a manifeſt 
* — on the Merits of Chriſt in his glorious 
Redemption and Satisfaction for our Sins upon 
the Croſs? Whatever ſome of you may think of 
the Matter, ſeveral of your Writers, Ancient 
and Modern, have thought ſo. What leſs can 
we think it than Blaſphemy, to ſay with your 
Bellarmine, that a Man may be ſaid to be his own 
Redeemer without any Injury to Chriſt ? Bellarm. 
de Purgator, Surely thoſe can have no very great 
Eſteem for Chriſt's Merits and Satisfaction, who 
. can 


* 


[ 75 } 


can preſume to think it in their own Power to 
redeem themſelves, and ſatisfy for their own Sins. 
Let us alſo conſider your praying to Saints and 
Angels, eſpecially che bleſſed Viegin, and mak- 
ing them your Patrons and Advocates, and ap- 
plying to them in all your Neceſſities, even in 
the laſt Extremities. Now I appeal to your- 
ſelves, whether this does not make Prayers to 
God through Jeſus Chriſt, univerſally neglected 
amongſt you, particularly the Vulgar, who ſay 
ten Ave Mary's for one Pater Noſter, Do you 
think the Bleſſed Virgin and the Saints, more 
merciful and ready to hear than Jeſus Chriſt your 
Savicur? And is it not the greateſt Diſhonour to 
his Mediatorſhip, to leave Jeſus, that one Me- 
diator, 1 Tim, ii. 7. (who, we are ſure, doth al- 
ways hear us, and is both moſt ready to pity, 
and beſt able ro ſuccour us) to put up your Pe- 
titions to God by thoſe, of whom even your 
own Doctors doubt whether they know any 
Thing that is done below, and the Scripture 
gives it as a clear Cale that they do not? I am 
ſure, plain Reaſon muſt ſatisfy any Man, that it 
is impoſſible they ſhou'd hear ſo many different 
Prayers, in fo many different Places, all at the 
ſame time; for that ſuppoſes them to have the 
incommunicable Perfections of the Divine Nature 
inherent in them, or imparted to them; as Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon argues, viz. Omnipotence, Om- 
niſcience, and Omnipreſence. Some perhaps 
may deny the Fact, and face us out, that you 
have no ſuch Practices, as praying to the bleſſed 
Virgin, and to Saints and Angels, eſpecially for 
ſuch Things as we are wont to pray unto God 


for: As the Author of the Anſwer to the Arch- 
biſhop's Sermons had the Aſſurance ro do, and 
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challenges any Man to find any Prayer of that 
Import in either the Miſſal or Breviary. Now 
this is downright Prevarication, and meer Quib- 
ble; for does he not own in the Litany of the 
Saints, and in the general Confeſſion, they pray 
to Saints? And when he denies that this Prayer 
to the Virgin Mary, —Deliver us, we beſeech you, 

your Command, from all our Sins, is found in 
the Publick Office of the Bleſſed Virgin, annex'd 
to the Breviary, which the Archbiſhop inſtances 
in; he cannot deny that it is in the Office of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, tho? he does not find it in that 
Office annex'd to the Breviary. 

Beſides, is not this a Prayer conſtantly us d to 
her? Maria, Mater gratie, Mater miſericordie, 
tu nos ab boſte protege, & hora mortis ſuſcipe. This 
is aſcribing Almighty Power to her. Solve vincla 
reis, profer Iucem cæcis, is of the ſame Strain. 
One might bring a thouſand Inſtances of the like 
Sort of Addreſſes from the Hymns and publick 
Offices of your Church. *Tis own'd ſeveral of 
the moſt ſcandalous ones have been left out in 
the late Corrections of your publick Services; 
bur thoſe here quoted, with ſeveral more of the 
jame Strain, are yet retained. Don't you alſo 
pray for Pardon of Sins and everlaſting Life to 
the Angels? Angelorum concio ſacra, Archangelo- 
rum turma inclyta, nofira diluant jam peccata, 
præſtando ſupernam Celi gloriam. The Council 
of Trent handled this Article of praying to Saints 
and Angels in a very flight and indeterminate 
Manner : As on one hand they had no Mind to 
give Offence to the ignorant Zealots amongſt 
them, by abrogating this Cuſtom z ſo, on the 
other, not to be thought to have done nothing 
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upon this Head, they ſaid ſome general Things, 
which inſtead of removing, or even diſcounte - 


nancing the ſeveral Abuſes, left the People more 
confirm'd in their RE which became 
authoriz d, and one may ſay recommended, by 
their Governors making no Correction in them,” 


To conclude all; I will only add, that the 
Corruptions of the Church, both in Doctrine 
and Practice, were ſo undeniable by all good 
Men at the Time of Luther's appearing, 4 
Reformation was almoſt univerſally call'd for, and 
was oppoſed by none but thoſe who found the 
greateſt Advantages intheſe Corruptions, that is, 
the Pope and his Dependants: And this is con- 
feſſed by the moſt eminent Writers in the Church 
of Rome. Such was Caſſander, a good, great, 
and learned Man, who died in that Communion, 
and yet ſaid as much in Favour of the Engliſh 
Reformation, as amountsto an excellent Defence 
and Recommendation of it. We have another 
great Advocate in Ferus, a Spaniard and Roman 
Catholick, whoſe Works were in great Eſteem 
in his Country, and who has charged the Church 
of Rome with Error and Corruption in Seventy- 
ſeven Points. You ſee 8 the Roman Church 
is far from being infallible, b 5 the Confeſſion of 


{ome of her molt * learned octors and ſince 
this 
* For the Reader's Satisfaction, I ſhall a Cloud of 


Witneſſes, great and excellent Perſons, who lived before the 
Reformation, and heavily complained of the intolerable Cor- 

— and 2 _—_ the Church ; ſuch were St. Bernard, 
' > Monde Ochoon Snaras, Bot Joachim: 
Fan 8 alla, Eraſmus, Mantuan, Gerſon, Fe- 
rus, C affander, Andreas Naa, Modrevius, Hermannus Co- 
bonienfis, Waſſeburgius, Archdeacon of Verdun, Paulus e 
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: pret — Fortreſs is demoliſh 
every one with half an Eye may ſee ſhe ry 
thing-wherewith to hold out againſt the ſeveral 
— with LIN we attack her 

tly h 
leave her * and come over o he Reform, 
as he tenders his eternal Salvatio is 


5 Stapbilus, Teleſborus de Cuſentia, Doctor 7. [ 
L a ins, Cardi- 
8 and Pope Adrian hi with ſeveral 
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may add the Complaints of almoſt all 
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